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LETTER I. 

LADY JANE GREY 

f o 

LADY ANNE GR"e\\ 



■flow* painful, my deareft friend 
and coufin^ is this our firft fepara- 
tion ! — in vain docs nature, in the 
•delightful drefs of May, prefent 
Vol, L B her 
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her opening charms to my fcnfes, 
and endeavour to compofe and 
exhilarate my foul, by the chear- 
ful woodland fong — the floweret's 
blooming tints and refrefhing fra- 
grance the gilded Aurora, or 

ferene Helperus the voice of the 

<:hearful fhepherd carols in vain— 
in vain the more polifhcd notes 
-of refined mufic or the en- 
chanting beauties of Grecian poetry 
folicit my attention — the whole 
of the harmonious feaft is tafte- 
lefs, while unparticipatcd with the 
fri^hd oi my heart. 



;C 



Yoll 
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You are about to be prefcntccl 
to that Court which I have never 
yet feen, and feel, I know not 
why, a ftiivcriiig at my heart 
whenever I but think . of fccHig 
it. 

That feries of hiftory, which wc 
have read together, how frequent- 
ly has it infpired us with a difguil 
of Courts and Royalty, 



We know not the world by 
our own experience, but hiffory 
affords us .the experincc of ages; 
and, alas, where have we found 
Princes better or happier than 
B 2 the 
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the meancft and mod obfcure pca- 
fant?" 



How weighty their cares? how 
embittered their pleafures? how in- 
fccure their greatnefs ! 

What would I give, my coufin, 
had I been born in a more hum- 
ble (lation. • The bare poflibility 
of being a Queen, is a fource of 
uneafinefs to me, though it is 
very improbable , I fliall ever be 
.one. 

But your lively difpofition may^ 
perhaps^ be dazzled with the charms 

and 
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and pleafurcs of the Court; and 
you may no longer rclifli thofe 
fimple, but rational amufements 
which we enjoyed together, and 
which, without you, are become 
tininterefting to nne. 



Is it not probable, alfo, that 
.the noble youths of England will 
flock around my fair coufin, and 
folicit that heart which I have 
prized as my own treafure ? 

But then, how divided will be 

your aflfeftions, and how greatly 

will the torch of love obfcure and 

cclipfe the lamp of friendfhip ? 

B 3 Ah ! 
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——Ah! that it may not wholly 
cxtinguifh it ! 

What a cruel diftance alfb may^ 

perhaps, divide us ! You muft 

accompany a hu/band, while I, who 
never wifti to know the magic 
influence of love, (hall be left to 
prove it in fblitude, that nothing 
in life is defircable without the 
friend— the filler of my heart. 

Ah ! my Anne, haften from the 
irifiduous Court, to the once de- 
lightful fhades of S . Haften 

to your Jane fpeedily come^ 

and impart to her all you have 
fcen, and all you have felt, nor 

let 
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let my heart pine for your abfcnce. 
My letters will remind you of 
me — let me not expeft, in vain,, 
the fpeedy return of your's. 

Farewell, 

JANE GHEY. 



XETTIBL 
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LETTER ir. 



l^ROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 



I AM a little recovered from thofe 
firft emotions which our feparatioa 
excited — and have been indulging 
this refleftion,. that we fhould not' 
live to ourfelves, becaufe Tociety 
has claims on our exertions for its 
happinefs. 

That though our exalted ftation 
enables us to chufe our employ- 
rnents, it brings with it obligations 

to 
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tb^ public ulcfulnefs, which thofc 
are not under, whofe ncceffitics* 
compel them to attend on their 
.daily labour. * And that our talents, 
however common they may be, yet 
when drawn; out, and cultivated by 
a fuperior education,, have far higher 
ends than merely to amufe. us, or 
flatter our fupercilipus pride. View- 
ed only in this light> they become 
contemptible, and often render wo- 
men, of an exqentric education,) 
objefts of ridicule. 

Such women are too apt to negledt 
the . proper duties of their fex and 
charafter, and become felicitous ta^ 
be admired for a. few ufclefs ac- 

complilh* 
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Gomplifliments, which they would 
be much more amiable without. 



"When my father choie to gi^re 
me fome ideas of philofophy, and 
the learned languages, and prevailed 
on your's, that we Ihould be edu- 
cated together, with our coufin the 
Royal Edward, you cannot but re- 
member how ftudious they were 
to inculcate thefe fentimcnts upon 
©ur minds i and ta infpire us with 
humility, at the fam« time that 
the fields of fcience were opening 
before us. 

Delightful inftruftors I — -What 
moft intcrefting and plcafing truths 

did 
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iid you gradually unfold to us^ as 
our rrpeniiig judgments could re- 
ceive them? What noble d^f- 

coveries did you make to our afto- 

nilhed faculties, in the wonders of 
natural philofophy^ and> above all 
things^ the greater wonder* of re- 
. vealcd truth ? -— — What gratitude \ 
What humanity I What hopes !♦ 
What delight have we felt in our 
glowing bofoms, as we attended, 
with fixed attention, to our revered 
tutor? — And as we liftened to his 
gentle precepts, for the conduct of 
our Kves, how have our meeting 
eyes read the feelings of each 
others heart! while the falling tear 
has tacidy imparted to our de- 
lighted 
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lighted pcrccptor> the irapreffion 
which his leflbns made on our 
tender minds ?— 

O ye delightful days- and years 
ef peaceful inftrufltion; enlivened 
with many a chearful fbng and 
Animated dance j with, many a fo* 
eial' ride and - walk,, as well as 
many a rural fport, which our fu-' 
perior birth prevented us not from 
iharing with- the. neighbouring 
gentry.rr — Shall we ever again en- 
gage in thofe purfuitsj tafte thofe 

pleafures together ? Why . cannot 

I be permitted to continue the 
enjoyment of fuch a life, under 
the proteftion of my noble father? 

' — Alas! 
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»— Alasl why, )KoUng as I am, muft 
my tender parents be thinking of 
farting with me? 

Alrtady,. my Anne, have they 
been'- talking to me of marriage; 
informing me of the names of lov- 
ers who have feen and fought mci; 
but only hinting at the reft, leav- 
ing it to time to expatiate on the 
merits of Lord Guildford Dudlcj?, 
and of the advantageous alliance it 
will be for me. 

Lord Guildford !I • have never 
feen, nor have I ever yet feen any 
man, who has for a moment en- 
gaged my attention us a lover. I 

have 
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have admired fcnfe and merit where- 
ever I have found It> in the circle 
of my acquaintance, as far as nniy 
weak judgment would allow me to 
difcriminate, but the name of love 
has ever been dreaded by me. 

Surely my father viUl not urge 
TOe to marry, while a ftranger to 
the paflion; and at prefent I think 
I (haO never experience it. My 
honored parents, my fitter, and 
you, my Anne, fill up the inmoft 
receffes of my heart j yet it is not 
fo much engroffed, as not to leave 
ample room for philanthropy; and, 
indeed, I fhould hate myfclf could 
I, wJio ^m placed in fo favoured 

a lot. 
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a lot, exclude the diftrcft from my 
compaffion^ or the indigent from 
mj afTiftance* 

The befl: wiflies of thy Jane at- 
tend thee, my Anne. 



Farewell. 



LETTER 
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LETTER III. 



PROM THE SAME tO THE SaMB. 



1 FIND you are univerfally ad- 
mired, my dear coufin^ and fur- 
rounded by a train of flattering 
lovers whenever you appear in pub- 
lic. — This I was informed of by 
a gentleman, who is lately arrived 
from court. 

You fay, only, thap the novelty 
j)leafes you, at prefent; but that you 

daily 
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daily reflefl: on all you have heard 
and read of the Sirens of that en- 
chanted circle, and diftruft yourfelf. 
Dear admirable girl, may thy fweec 
humility, thy lively mirth, and 
tranquil heart,_J>e never exchanged 
for hai%hty airs, obfequious Bat- 
tery, , wild ambition^ and defigning 
•rtifice, which rob the mind of its 
tranquility^ and the <:heek of its 
bl<^m« 

Be not fbfgetfiil of your reli- 
:gious duties, mfy cbuflfi; the viva- 
^ty of youf difpofition expofes you 
to many iha<-^^ ^hidh we have 
iecn told are kid in the great 
^Vo,L I. C world 
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world, for the credulous and un- 
wary^ 

How fliall I rejoice at your re- 
turn ? I fear I fhall not find you 
the fame unafFefted friend I xmcc 
knew you: but away -with thole 
fears : is not your heart die feat of 
innocence and virtue? has it not 
been early fawn with every prin- 
ciple of facred, piety, with the &ed« 
of every moral duty ? has it not 
been early taujght to fcorn all 
meaoneik, idl infincerity? though 
{0 youngs is iiot your judgmeiot 
mature? Let me not dien diftruA 
cither the head -or heart of my 
^ ^ ^ -friend. 
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friend, but commit her to the pro^ 
tedion of that Providence, whole 
care has hitherto defended hen. 

My mind is not fo cheerful as 
it ufed to be. — I eameftly wifh 
for .your prefence. — I want to 
comimmicate a thoofand things to 
you, which I cannot write.— This 
hotd Guildford — 7— a dread of fee- 
ing him-— —a fear of offimding my 
much'loved parents, by not being 
able to approve of him; a dif- 
inclination to be nriarried fo young: 
all thofe refle^bns continu^ly agi- 
ute my mind with a jpaznful foli- 
citude. .fielidesv all this, T diQik^ 
the family ot I^rd Guildford. 

C a His 
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His father, the Duke of N( 
chumberland's anftbition, is v but i 
well known to our houfe ; and 
indignities Lord Somerfet fufFe; 
£rorh him> .who was 4it laft 
principal caufe of his untimely fi 
•^— In jUliaiice with that haug 
and artful nobleman I fbrefee 
.thoufand ctUs.— 

Adieu, haften to your 

Jane Grey* 



Let* 
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FETTER IV* 

LA D Y ANN E GREY 

T O 

L^ A D Y. J AN E G'R S Y. 

I HAVE at laft been prefented 
to the Royal Edward, and was gra- 
cioufly received; but ' if I always 
loved and admired him as one 
child loves another, in our happy 
infantile days, how was I dazzled 
Xvith admiration, when I beheld his 
yQUthful- aad elegant form; his lucid 
C .3 eyes 
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eyes foftened 'with the mild beams^ 
of fwcet benevolence ;, that air of 
dignity, foftened by affability, which 
difcovers fuperror worth and ta?- 
lents. — I cannot find language to* 
exprels my feelings.. 



r knelt dbwn, and was Tntendihg 
refpedtfuUy to kifs his hand, but" 

he hafcily took mine, 'No, it 

muft not be, my dear L^dy Anne,, 
the companion of my happy hours- 
of childhood, when I was a ftran- 
gcr to the forms and reftraints of 
royalty. — — He faluted me, and 
continued — — It is with extreme 
pleafurc that I fee you, and any 
of the Duke of Suffolk's family,- 

you 
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you will honor my court with 
jcKir pFcfence jfbmetime> I hope* 

I fck myfelf very much embar- 
raffcd, but anfwercd him as cheer- 
fully and freely as I could. I have 
fince frcquendy injoined friendly 
converlations with hirh, in company 
with my father, or Lady Dudley, 
when he has treated me Hke a fifter ; 
Has been as playful in wit, as fail of 
entertaining vivacity, as he ufed' to 
Be when a &oy j. though Highly im- 
proved By ripened underftanding,, the 
atcomplilhments of education, and 
the polilh of a court. 

Butfhall I t^li you a. fecrer? I 

find 
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find thofe interviewa dangeroua; 
there are none in Edward's court 
like their monarch: and though I 
have many admirers, I can liften 
to none of diems he alone is the 
fovereign of my (buL— But I have 
»o hopes Edward has been too 
much accuftomed to confider me as 
his fiftcr, to thipk of me in any 
other light: befides, Edward is a 
King^ he muft feek an alliance 
with fome foreign Princefs, and it 
is imagined that he flitl retains an 
attachment to the beautiful Mary 
of Scotland. 



I am convinced there is no 
hope, and, if it wa3 in my power, 

I would 
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I would^ fly from lu$ prdcncc be- 
fore my heart w too far entangled i 
but I am oblig^ to remain here. 

What would my father think, if 
1 ^xprefled a wilh to leave him 
almoft as fooa as I anived ? Surely 
he would think, the Duke of Suf- 
folk's family had engroffed all my 
affcftions, and annihilated the na- 
tural love which I owe my own. 
*i 

No, I muft flay here ; but I will 
converfe with the King, as little as 
I poflibly can. 

Fear not, my dear Lady Jane^ 
that yow Aoble parents will force 

your 
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your inclinations in your choice of 

a hulband. 1 have often feen 

lx>Td Guildford Dudley at t-ady 
Dudley's, where you may imagine 
your fiftet^s company very fre- 
quently atrrafts me. He is one 

of the Kandfomefty and moft ac*- 
complilhed young noblemen' fbout 
the court, and the meft inthnate 
bofom friend of bis royal maftcrr 
they are, indeed, congenial fouls in 
tafte and virtue. 



Examphs of vice, vanity, and 
trifling, are not wanting in Ed- 
ward's court, though that from the 
throne is fo bright a one:* but be 
ailuredy my charming coufin, tbat 

I caa 
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. I . can be in no danger of imitat- 
ing thofe follies and vices, while 
i have Edward's brighcnefs before 
my face; for I can fee nothing 
el(e, and deteft every thing which 
he difapproves.. I felt no kfs fen- 
fibJy than yourfelf, my feparation 
from the friend of my heart: it 
was happy for me to meet Lady 
Catherine in town, as her con^pany, 

I in ibmc meafore,. fupplics your 
place^ 

We are now, as Virhen with you, 
almoft infepcrable. Lady Dudley is 
perfeftly friendly, and contributes* 
all in her power to keep me in 
town, by her afliduity to find en- 
tertain ment 
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tertainment for me; but I fball 
gladly, return to the happy (hades 
of Sr— ^, as foon as- my father 
yirill part with me. 

The advance of fummcr renders 
London difagreeable^ and I am 
tired of thofe amufcments which 
novelty alone attrafted my attention 
to. I am confcious of an unhap- 
pily placed affcdlion, and the difci* 
pline and reftraints which my rca- 
fon impofe on my thoughts and 
behaviour when with the King,, 
render wy Gtnation here a painful 
one. 
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We were defigned by our 
Creator unavoidaly to fuffer from 
our own unruly paflions^ the moft 
virtuous of which unreftrained, would 
be a fource of mifery to usj but 
the lamp of rettfon was given us to 
illuminate our doubtful path^ and 
condudt us i)ack to wifdom: and 
when retirement fliall again yield 
me more lerfu^e for refleftion, and 
abfence leffen the impreffion I have 
teccivcd, I hope my dear Jane 
will ftill find in me her own 



Anne Ghev* 



3Letter 
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LA'DY ANNE CR£Y« 



In my Jaft letter I writ you that 
a Gentleman from Court had giYen 
me an account of your Ladyfhip^ 
of whom he ipoke in "the higheft 
terms. 

I was much pleafed with his 

appearance and convcrfation 

yet 
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yet felt a confbfion and reftrainr^ 
when converfing with him, which 
abated my pleafure. He has been 
at my father's a fortnight^ and is 
affiduous to ingratiate himftlf in 
my iavour. ' Indeed, I have never 
4>een fb much attached to the com- 
pany of any man, except my fa- 
ther. 

But that I may not he dilkige- 
nuous to the friend, to whom I 
ought to reveal every fenfation and 
folly of my heart, I will freely ac- 
knowledge a fentiment which lies 
on my conscience like guilt, and 
which I know not how to account 
for— —but I really feel quite un- 

eafy 
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cafy, when I hear thepraJres df my 
abfent friend, from the lips of Sir 
William Morley.—— Can it be envy ? 
is it poflible fo baneful a pafliqn 
could find admittance into the heart 
of your Jane? 

1 feel myfelf now lefs anxious 
Tor your return, and begin again 
to relifh thofe parties of amufe- 
ment,. in which Sir William joins 
(in company with my parents) and 
in which he pays rtic the folc at- 
tention, 

I fometimes begin to diftroft tnf 
heart, and fear it* is giving way, 
miperceptibly, to a growing^ pi^flioJi 

/or 
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for this agreeable ftFanger, and that 
what I have condemned in myfelf> 
as envy towards you, iSl the effedt 
indeed of jealoufy. But if it be 
fo, however I n>ight exculpate my* 
felf to the feelings of my. Anne, 
I have not the le(s reaibn ta 
dread the confequences to my own 

tranquillity and future happincfs 

for this man has no diftinguifhed 
honors, and, though of a relpefta- 
ble family, yet not of a noble one ; 
confequently it will not, in my 
parents eftcem, ' be a, proper al- 
liance ,for me; befide?, he never 
entertained me on the fubje6t of 
love. My birth defrtands from him 
the refpeft he pays me, m9re ef- 
VoL. L D pecially 
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pecially while under the roof of vof 
father* 



There is, however, in this Gen- 
tleman, a noble elevation of 'mind, 
fuch as would belpeak him of a 
high birth, were that and grcatnefs 
of mind infcparablc. 

He difplays a tender kind of 
efteem, in the attention he pays 
me, which is but too flattering to 
my heart; yet di(pcnfes with that 
refcrve from me, which I ihould 
be obliged to wear, ihould he have 
prefumcd to addrefs me as a lover; 
yet his mind feems wholly fuperior 
to every mean art of infinuation, 

and 
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add too worthy and noble to feek 
the regard of other*, by any thing 
but his intrinfic mtrit. 

If you think my fears of a 
Rowing attachment to this man 
well-founded, forgive me, dear Lady 
Anne, my offence to you, though 
I can never forgive myfelf; for, 
though your Jane is fubjcdt to 
the weakncffes which accompany 
human paflions, her heart, I hope, 
can never be fo devoid of forti- 
tude, fo loft to friendlhip and filial 
love, as not to have the refolution 
to give up even a beloved objc 
if it interferes with, the happine 
of a friend or of parents^ 

D 2 I am 
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1 am ftruck with the fimilai 
jof our feelings •at prefent, for 
cannot deny to you, that I fear t 
man is making too deep an i 
predion ! on my heart ; and I f 
the thoughts of Lord Guikiford m 
•irkfome to me than ever, 

Haften .to me, my', coufin, 
,affumc ^your influence over 
.mind, and teach me to reco 
jmy former peaceful indifference. 

Ever youf's, 

JANE ORE 



LET 
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LETTER Vf. 



EKOM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 



Sir William is obliged to go 
to town^ he fays he will en- 
deavour to obtain peraiiflion to ac- 
company the King (who I am ex- 
ceedingly forry to find is not well) 
m his journey - through various parts 
of his kingdom, to which • he is* 
advifed by his phyficians; . 

Dj: He- 
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He fays he hopes his Majcffiy 
will pafs fome little time here, 
which he frequently talks of with 
pleafure. 

" I may then/' faid he, " charm- 
'^ ing Lady Jane, have the hap- 
" pinefs renewed, which I fo in- 
*' finitely prize, of enjoying once 
^^ more your converfation, which 
*' none, who have experienced, can 
" lofe without reluftaince.'* 

.The confuGon with which he 
faid this, and that ' with which 
I received it, could not, I thinks 
but be vifible to my parents,* 
He kiffed my mother's hand and 

mine. 
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minr» and then haftiiy quitted us^ 
and I retired to my- apartmentj at 
kifure to revolve in my thoughts 
the merit of this engaging youth, 
and to take my heart to talk for 
being too fenfible of it i and I am 
alhamed to fay, that I feel . a-new 
all the feniations of taftelefs infipi- 
dity of being, which I firft in my 
life felt at your leaving me.- 

I experience • already but little 
pltafure in my ftudies, and the ufc- 
ful employments of my life. I am 
now perfeffcly convinced that I love 

him L feel very little doubr,. alfo, 

of his attachment to- me and 

yet, unlefs I can ge^ the better of 
■ , " thi$^ 
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this prepoffeffion in his favour, t 
fee nothing, in* my future life, that 
promifes to fulfil the hopes which 
my parents have fondly conceived 
of me, or, that can gratify their 
wifhes, and permit me to render 
them happy by accepting the huf* 
band they have fixed on for ipe 
Fixed on did I fay ! — —Ah! how 
little do thofe know of the human 
heart, who imagine it is to be 
compelled to love. 

Befides, is it not to gratify am- 
bition, fatal ambition, that they 
want to unite me to the proxid 
Northumberland's race ? 

Ahl 
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Ah ! my dear revered parents, 
this is your error.. Not all my. 
love and refpeA for you can pre- 
vent my difcovering a feature ia 
your charafter, which,. J^ fear, will 
Conduft to mifcry • . 

What, my dear Lady Anne, but 
ambition can induce them fo ear- 
neftly to wilh an alliance with the 
Dudleys. 

Did not Northumberland caufa 
the attainder and death of my. 
uncle,, the Duke of Somerfct, whofe 
virtues weue univerfally acknow- 
ledged and adored by the people ?. 

Not 
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Not all their mifreprcfentations 
of that bloody tranfaftion, can prc- 
poffcfs my mind againft him; not only 
as he was dear to me, but on account 
of Edward and his people, to whom 
he was in reality a proteftor. How 
can I ever regard, as I ought, the 
hufband which they have defigned 
for me, whofe father was the mur- 
derer of my uncle ? 

Alas ! poor Edward, how cala- 
mitous has been thy minority ! and 
yet how much reafon have we to 
dread ftill greater evils, from the 
ambition and vices of thofe around 
thee. 

I intirely 
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1 indrely concur with you in 
opinion, my dear Lady Anne, that 
he is an ornament to the Throne^ 
and, if it pleafes the Almighty to 
Iparc his life, promifcs to be a 
bleiling to England, and to com* 
pletc the work his Royal Father 
began, and reftore the holy Chriftian 
reh'gion to its^ primitive purity. O 
how much reafon have all to pray 
for his reftored hiealth, who love 
their country and the Tcformation ? 
ho^ much more reafon have we to 
wifh it, . who know his worth and 
love his perfon ? 

Chccit 
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, Check your too great partiaKry 
for him, my. cowfin,, and endeavor, 
to confine it to friendftiip. He docs 
love the fair Erincefs of Scotland, 

but in vain he loves her his 

love is as fruitlefs as your's. 

Prepare yourfelf, my dear,, for 
whatever may happen, and Ihould 
it pleafc Heaven to take him froni 
this world to a better, let us not 
lofe that fortitude,, which will ena- 
ble us to fupport the lofs^ great 
as It will be. 

Alas! my fad mind frequently 
anticipates fomething dreadful— his 
^cr, the Princcfs Mary's obftinacy 

in 
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in the Romilh Faith. Her ignorance 
and bigotry givc$ him many an 
anxious refledlion. England, indeed, 
'has mudi to fear, fhould we lofe 
the amiable Edward, from her in- 
heriting the Crown. Her temper is 
the very reverfe of his— and her 
faith allows, and even renders, per- 
fecution meritorious. Many a dif- 
ficult tafk has his humanity had to 
combat with, in this age of fierce 
' difpute on rehgious tenets ; but, 
with the utmoft -reluftance, has he 
ever been ^perfuaded to confent to 
feverity. . 

But let *us hope the beft — one 
coi^olation tranquilizcs my mind, 

when 
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Vfhcn properly attemled to, uijder 
every finifter event; which is^ that 
an all-wife Providence fuperintends 
human affairs^ and men can go no 
farther than they are permitted by 
iiim. 

Adieu, 

t 
jat;^ «R£y^ 



LABY 
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LETTER Vir. 

LADY ANNS G R £ Y 
T O 

LADY JANE GREY. 



JVly father has had application 
made to him of alliances in my be- 
half — but my heart rejcfts them 
all. You know that, peremptory 
as his temper is in general, yet his 
afFeflion for me has always been of 
the gentlefl: and tendcreft kind, nor 
wouW he oblige me to marry 

where 
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where I difapproved. He is, I muft. 
acknowkdge ambitious, which, by 
the bye, is, I believe, a family fea- 
ture, my Jane, though I have never 
found any thing of it in youj ye^ 
is he too fond of me not, on all 

4 

occafions, to confult my happi- 
nefs. 

But he wants me to make a 
choice, and is very importunate 
with me to declare in favour of • 
fome of thofe who attach them- 
fclves to me — even the King urges 
me on the fubjeft. 

How irkfome is their importu- 
nity! it is impoffible, with a healt 

wholly 
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^h<^y devoted to that moft excd- 
4«it Prince, that 1 can fix on aajr 
otfaer tnan — a time alone caa ena- 
J!)le me to conquer my attachment 
to him-*-— *I fear X Aall never do 
it, while I remain near him, and 
behold his tranfcendent merit. 

I have a new afflidion ! — Ed-- 
ward is iH — ^his cough and com- 
|)laints, which he had almoft lofl, 
are returned— his bloom is dailjr 
withering, and he fcems like a fair 
Tofe blafted by too fervent a fun, 
juft as its beauties were unfolding. 

He was placed on the Throne 

too young. His ardent and mature 

Veil. L E ' mind 
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mind could not be content to leave 
the aflfairs of ftate folely to the 
Proteftor, without more thought 
iand anxious folicitude for the wel- 
fare of his people, than his youth 
could bear ; the humane and conn- 
paffionate turn of his difpofition, fur- 
pafs and crown his other virtues; 
and his beneficence to the poor, will 
perpetuate his name to pofterity, for 
the, many noble public charities efta- 
blifhed by him; while the graces 
and virtues of his private manners 
and conduft, endear him, beyond 
exprcflion, to all who attend on 
:him, or arc bleft with his more inti- 
;mate friendfhip. 

He 
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He is advifcd, as you have been 
informed, to vifit fome •of the pro- 
vinces of his kingdom, to aflift tlic 
recovery of his health. 

He intends to fpend fome wecl;s 
•with your father, as he has an ar- 
dent defire to review the fcenes of 
his early childhood, fo long for- 
gotten, as well as to fee you, my 
Jane, whom he always mentions 
with the tendered afFcdion^ 

' Your father attends him, and dc- 
fires me to apprize you of it. The 

Duke with this fends a letter to 

your mother J prepare^ therefore, 

Xo receive and admire your Royal 

E 2 CouHii; 
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Coufin; prepare, ^fo, to fee again 
your friend, ibr my father attends 
the King, gnd comnunds me to ac- 
company hini. 

Lady Catherine ^bas a favored 
lover in .Lord Herbert, as I ima- 
gine you knoMT, .and does not yet 
return. 

We both ^concur in opinion on 
the charafter of the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland I hut is jiot the genius 
of the times we live in harlh and 
bloody? Did not even Somerfet 
himfelf attaint and execute his own 
brother* Lord Seymour? though I 
acknowledge not without great pro- 
vocation. 
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yocations nor was* Northumber* 
limd's attkindcr of Somcrfct onpro- 
vckcd, iviio ackiiowtedged chat be 
had employed aflaffijia to murder 
the Duke. 

Let us then, my dear, endeavour 
to judge impartially j whatever may 
be the father's charaAer and motives, 
the (on has done nothing to offend; 
and his love for you is without 

bounds he has made me the 

confident of it, complaining bit- 
terly of your prejudices againfl his 
.family. 

You will' be aflonifhed at this, 
but yet nwrc fo> when I tell you 
E 3 that- 
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that I have fecn- and converfo 
with Sir WiUiam Moriey ^ that h 
has revealed to i;ne bis. paffion fb 
your Ladylhip,, and intreated me t 
plead with you for him. All this 
however ftrange, is very true y thougl 
I am not ax liberty to fay more a 
prefent,. 

He returns to you in attendanc 
on the King j you v/ill then hav 
this riddle fully unfolded. 

Ever your affeftionate, 

ANNE GREY 



LETTEl 
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t I T T E R VIII, 



LADY JANE CREV 



T o 



LADY CATHERINE R E T. 



As I find my letters were read 
to youi my dear fiftcr, I will con- 
tinue to exprefs my fi-clings as 
they arofe, and to acquaint you 
with every, thing -which has fincc 
happened. 

It is near a month* ago I re- 
ceived that letter from my coufin,. 

which 
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which fo aftonifecd mc ; and for 
nearly a week afcer^ I remained i» 
that ftatc of fufpenfc which her 
cruelty excited j. at the conclufiorr 
of which^ the arrival of the King 
put an end ta it^ in a manner 
totally *unexpe£i:ed I for after the 
firft'tranfports of our meeting were 
over, Lady Anne introduced Sir 
William Morley to me, as Lord 
Guildford Dudley. Amazement, con- 
fufion, joy, a thoufand different 
paflTions prefTed upon my heart at 
once, and deprived me of fpeecb. 

She had contrived that we (hould 
be alone at this interview^ and 

Lord 
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Ijord G&iildfordi took advantage of 
my furprifej and the fatisfaAion< 
wbacls. I {uppoft,^ he law i^fiUe ia^ 
my couBtenance^. to make a. decla*> 
radon of his palEbni and^ m the- 
raoft fubmil&ve terms^. intreated me 
ta forgive the innocent ftratagem^ 
which my parents had prevailed on. 
him to jpin with them in;-, pre- 
fuming that he mighty by that 
means, conquer tbofc prejudices'- 
which, though unfeen, I had con* 
ceived againft him; and which, 
they were fearful, would be an 
everlafting bar to his addrefles. 

He added, that the King's un« 
expefted vilit, and the neceflsty he 

was. 
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was under of going to town> had* 
been rather unfavourable to their 
dcfign; but that he fhould be the 
moft miferable of men^ if I would 
not forgive this innocent artifice, 
and grant him fome hopes that I 
was not totally indifferent to him. 

r expreffed* a little difpleafure at 
being then deceived, but my coun- 
tenance not being in unifon with 
my tongue, it had but nttle effedt; 

Lady Anne, at the fame time, 
introduced to us my parents, who 
were too much rejoiced in finding 
their fcheme had fo well fucceeded, 
to exprefs their feelings* The King 

was 
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was foon informed of this affair^ 
and congratulated us in the molt 
amiable and friendly manner, on the 
profpeft of out future happiticfe. 

I am aware you will fay, my 
Jane, where arc yow fcruples on 
account of the family of Dudley ?. 

Are they all vaniflled?: 1 will 

acknowledge that, with regard to 
him perfonally, they are. — — His 
noble mind cannot be guilty of a 
deliberate . crime, or the leaft in- 

juftice. -His virtues compenfatc 

fully for his father's faults; and, from 
the ingenuous fincerity of his temper, 
and the ardency of his affeftion to 
me, I think if happinefs is to be 

found 
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fbund on earth,. I may hope for ir 
in a union^ with* him. 



I rejoice, my dear filler^, that 
you have an equal prolpcft' of fc- 
ficity in^ Lord Herbert:' may we 
endeavour to render ourfelves mojre 
and more worthy of > our happy lot; 
and to abound in tbofe virtues 
which may beft contribute to the 
fcKcrty of the Lords to wlK)m we 
are to- be united. 

I am, my dear fifter^ 

Tour's fincereJy, 

JANE GREY. 



LETTER 
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L E T T E a IX. 



TO AKD TROM THE SAME. 



Our felicity is a good deal in- 
terrupted here, mjr dear 'fiftcr, by 
the increafing illnefs of the royal 
"Edward; but with his complaints^ 
his patience and fweetnels alfb in* 
creafe; and all his endeavour is to 
prevent his friends from feeling too 
fcnfibjy on his account. We have 
been tifiiig every cfibrt to abate the 
languor that hangs on his fpiritSj by 

all 
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all the amufements which the place 
and company could afFord: the 
King has joined in them all, as 
long as his fpirits and ftrength 
would permit, and earneftly requefts 
that they may not be fhortened 
when he is obliged to retire from 
them. 



His Majefly is very defirous that 
our marriage may take place during 
his prefence here, and that your*$ 
may alfo be celebrated at the fame 
time. 

My father has ordered magnifi- 
"Ccnt preparations, and intends to 

go 
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go to town, to convey you and 
Lord Herbert here: every thing is 
to be fuitable to my father's ranlc, 
and the gueft he is honored with. 
But what have all thefe things to 
do with the fimple pleafures of the 
heart? The trappings of grandeur 
are r^her inimical than friendly to 
real . love and friendfliip, and feem 
as if furnifhed by human invention 
as fubftitutes to the internal joys of 
real fentiment and xefined fenfibi- 
Jity. But though we want not 
their affiftance to complete our 
felicity, we muft acquiefce in them, 
my Catherine, to oblige our friends. 

Adieu 
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Adieu, my dear liftert may the 
liour ht propitious that unites us 
to the men we love, and may the 
royal Edward loon find retvrmBg 
ihealthf J>rays 

Tour 

JANE Gft^V^ 



CrSTTEU 
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LETTER X. 
lADY ANNS GREY 

T O 

.'LADY i> U D L E y . 



1 O U R friend. Lady Catherine, 
has commiffioned me to inform 
you^ dear Lady Dudley, that the 
two amiable pairs are united by 
the firm bands of mutual love, 
and the love of their country. , 

To cxprefs the joy of th^ir pa- 
rents, and the complete delight 
VoL^L F that 
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that appears in thcmfelvcs, is im- 
poflibk. — So noble and beautiful a 
pair, as Lord Guildford and Lady 
Jane, furely never was excelled; 
and the dignity, yet fenfibility, 
which they difcover in every dif- 
ferent relation of life, attraft to 
them all hearts, ^nd bind them in 
the fetters of love and admiration* 

Lord Herbert and Lady Ca- 
therine are alfo extremely amiable; 
the King Teemed delighted with 
their felicity, though his health ftill 
declining, will not permit him to 
ihare long in mirthful fcenes: in- 
deed, I fear he fufFers much; and 
not all the fatisfaftion I feel at 

the 
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the happinefe of my fair coufins, 
can prevent me from deeply fympa- 
thizing in the fuBFerings of the 
amiable Edward. He fees my at- 
tention to, and folicitude for him, 
and entreats me to return to town 
-with my father, whither he is foon 
going, as he tells me my converfa*- 
tion will alleviate his pains, and 
divert his languor. How happy 
Ihail I be may it prove fo ; with 
pleafure, therefore, I obey my King, 
the brother, the friend of my child- 
hood. 

He does not propofe to travel 

much farther, as the weather is fo 

F 2 warm 
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-warm, and his wcakncfs wHl not 
admit of it. 



• Lord Guildford and Lady Jane, 
are going to a feat which the Duke 
Jias rdinquifhed to them, and Lord 
Herbert and Lady Catherine re- 
main awhile longer with their pa- 
rents. 

Adieu, my dear Lady Dudley, 
i)elieve me your's affeftionately^ 



ANNJS CR£Y« 



LBT1E& 



iADY JANE GRIY. 75 



LETTER XI. 



LADY JANE TO LADY ANNE. 



My dear Lady Anne will, I 
know, rejoice at the increafing fe- 
licity of her friend.. Lord Guild- 
ford is. deferving of my higheft 
love and efteemi- his charaAer im- 
proves on me every day, from the 
various opportunities which he has 
in his own houfe, and furroundcd 
by his dependents,, of dlfplaying 
die virtues of beneficence and cha- 
F 3:. rit-Yv 
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rity, and an earned defire ta pro- 
mote happinefs and comforf every 
where within his fphere of influ- 
ence. 

The tendernefs of Ks afFeftioit 
for me feems every day to increafe,. 
and the more I difcover of his^ 
mind and heart, the more earneftlf 
do I feek, by gratitude to Gody 
and every endeavour of improving . 
to my own mind, to confuit his^ 
happinefs, and render myfelf more 
deferving of his affe;5lion. 

The fituation of our houfe is de-' 
Ughtful; we have fome worthy and 

agreeable 
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agreeable families near us, and 
every ^thing around wears a fmiling 
and elegant form; yet hardly can 
I diveft myfelf of the grief of fepa- 
ration from my beloved parents, 
from whom I ftill regret being fo 
far removed^ and muft flatter my- 
felf with the hopes of feeing them 
foonj as alfo Lord Herbert and 
Lady Catherine. Still, with all this> 
my happinefs will be incomplete, 
unlefs the King is better, and I 
can alfo enjoy the company of my 

dear Lady Anne. Is there not 

always, my friend, fome alloy in 
human felicity ! Can we exped to 
find It perfedl in a ftate wher« 
every thing is mutable? 

F4, To- 
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To you fhall I own, that the 
fituation of the King's health, the 
, gloomy pro(pe6t of lofing him, and 
Mary's fucccflion, a thoufand fears j 
fome of whicb I cannot account 
for, will at times, if my Lord is 
abfent from me, intrude into my 
apprehenfive mind : he no foonep 
re-appears, however, than the cloud 
vanifhes, and hope and joy take 
poffeffion of my fouL 

Take care of your health, , my 
lovely coufin, nor let your extrenrie 
fympathy for the excellent Edward 
wound your heart too deeply. 

I wifli 
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I wifli to hear frequently from 
you; you know my anxiety to be 
informed of the ftate of his Ma,- 
jefty's. health as often as is poflible. 

Adieu, 

Jane Gj<£y. 



Letter 
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LETTER Xir. 



THE DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLANI> 

TO 

THE" DUKE OF SUFFOLK* 

MY LORD DUKE 

The increafing ill-fymptoms of 
the King's diforder, cannot but 
alarm all who love their country j 
nor can I think of that ignorant 
bigot, Mary, fucceeding to the 
crown, without horror: the thought 
has always given the King great 
vacaiinei^. 

I have 
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I have been thinking of an ex- 
pedient, nor can I banifli it from^ 
my thoughts J and have at length 
fi>rmed a plan, which I want your, 
and the Puchefs of Suffolk's con- 
currence in, before I can proceed 
to communicate it to the King. 



You know that his father. King 
Henry, thought proper to fct afide 
the fucceflion of his daughters, 
Mary and Elizabeth, to the crown 
of England, after their brother Ed- 
ward,- by pronouncing them illegi- 
timate; though indeed he after- 
wards reftorcd their claims again. 

However,: 
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However, Mary's religion is a 
fufficient reafon for fetting. afide her 
claim, and Elizabeth cannot be ap- 
pointed to the exclufion' of her 
fitter. The next in fucceffion is 
Mary,. Prmcefs^ of Scotland,, but . 
being- a foreigner,^ flie is naturally 
excluded ; then clainns your Du- 
chefs in right of her mother^ who 
was niece to Henry.. 

What F wifli your concurrence 
in, is, to perfuade the Duchefs to 
accept of the crown, fhould Edward 
be prevailed on to appoint her his 
liicecflror; or in cafe of her re&ifal, 
to urge her daughter. Lady Jane, 
to accept of it. This, my Lord, 

if 
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if you can accompHfh, we will en- 
deavour to prevail on Edward to 
make fuch a dcftination, and get 
the patent ready for him to fign 
immediately. 

I am aware that \t k not with- 
out a prolpedt of difficulty, that this 
plan can be executed; but the love 
of religion and my country, will en- 
able me to undertake the moft ar- 
duous purfuits, to procure the hap- 
pinefs of the one, and the firm 
cftablifhmcnt x>t the othen 

I have no doutt, Ijut the other 
party will impute this fcheme to 
my ambitious views for my fon 5 

but 
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but I ftiould be wholly unfit for my 
rank in life, and unworthy the ^irit 
of my anceftors, ftiould I ftoop to 
regard what the people fay of me. 

Let me prevail on you to fol- 
low my example, my <kar friend, 
in this refpedt; let us think and 
aft nobly, and independently of the 
clamours and applaufes of the mul- 
titude, and purfue what is for tihe 
public good, without mean an4 vul- 
gar confiderations. Your Duchefs, 
or Lady. Jane, would adorn the 
throne, and the King, you know, 
is highly .attached to both, and has 
the moft tender and brotherly afFec- 
tion for your excellent daughter- 
Let 
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Let mc hope that you will exert 
your influence over them in this 
affair,* and that you fee things in 
a proper point of view* 

I am. 

My Lord Duke, 

Your devoted Friend, 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 



LJETTJSJL 
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X E T T E R Xin. 

THE PUKE OF SUFFOLK 

T O 

THE DUKE OF NORTHU^BERLAKD. 



MY LORD PROTECTOR, 

1 HE contents of your Grace's 
letter filled my mind with a variety 
of different refledlions, which have 
perplexed and agitated it greatly, 

•I doubtlefs regret, as do all the 
friends of the reformation, the con- 

fequences 
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•fequences of the King's approach- 
ing diflQlution. Yet have I never 
entertained a thought^ that the Prin- 
cefs Mary's claim to the fucceflion 
could be fct afide ; much left that 
it can be poffible, or juft, to exclude* 
every prior claim, in favor of the 
Duchefs of Suffolk's. 

You have condulfted me into a 
labyrinth, the clue of which I can^ 
not unravel. You, who know the 
excellencies^ of my daughter, and the 
«fcrdency of my affcftion for her, will 
readily imagine, how delightful is 
'the idea of feeing her on the Throne 
of England, whofe ^lory and happi- 
ntfs fhe would prove. But I check 

Vol. J. G tliis 
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this vifionary jwofpc6t, from the 
itill ftronger feelings of juftice and 

rcquity. 

Thence, am I recalled to the ifcal 
' view of Mary, placed on that Throne^ 
arid fraught with fqperftition^ deal- 
ing aroynd her tyranny and perfe* 
cution. The miferies of an op- 
preffed people! The rcfornrvadon, 
which cofi her father lb much 
'difficulty to eftablilh, deftrdyed in 
blood! and liberty, the parent of 
every virtue, and of every comfort^ 
to a nation for €ver crufhed ! 

My mind then reverts to the 
origin of government. Was it the 

felcftion 
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fcle6iion of a perfon to be King, 
who was to poflefs an unbounded 
licence to tyrannize over the perfons, 
properties, lives, and even opinions 
of their fubjeds? — Or, was it the 
feleftion of a -perfon, whofc virtues 
had gained hinfi the preference to 
his equals, and whom they had ap- 
pointcd, in confequence of this pre- 
ference, to he their Father, their 
Proteftor, and their King? 

What a blcfling does fuch a 
Vling prove to a nation! — Under 
his reign liberty fmUcs, commerce 
ilourifties, vice is difc()untenanccd> 
and religion pure, fimple, and unin- 
cumbered with needlefs ceremonies, 
G 2 proceeds 
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proceeds from the heart, and 
ates the manners of his people. 

Let this amiable Prince refia 
life into the hands of his M 
would the heir of fuch a Kinj 
the firft ages, known to be 
difpofition tyrannical and^ op 
five, having no rule of condufl 
his own fetfijfh and -unrcftrained 
nor any purfuit but to flie> 
authority by cruelty ; would fu 
. one be pext appointed to reign, 
this tyranny be cooGdered.as a 
reditary and undoubted right, thi 
all fucceeding generations? wou. 
Councellors of fuch a King re 
mend him as his fucceflbr? V 
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tk«y not rather confider it an injuf- 
tice to do it, fince fo many thou- 
fands would be the miferable fuf- 
fercrs ? • 

Thcfc confiderations have their 
weight With me, in relation to your 
propofal of fetting Mary afidci but 
not intircly in favor of my^daugh-^ 
ter, fince the Princefs Elizabeth* 
is- a worthy Lady, and a Protcf*- 
tant. 

W Greatly as I concur with you in* 
my defires, I would not purfue them 
againfl: the convidtion of my con- * 
fcicncc. You muft, therefore, • my - 
Lord, produce fome pfevailir>g ar- 
G3; gumenr. 



^2 LADY J'ANE GKEIU 

gumenr^ to enable me to pvc my 
acquiefcence to your propofal. Was 
my mind perfcftly convinced of the 
juftice of my cauie> I would not 
regard the clamours or applaufcs of 
the pec^e, but fteadily purfue my. 
purpofe;. but I cannot aft in con- 
tradidtion to what I cfteem beyond 
every thing, the principles of juftice>. 
and the acquiefcence of confcience. 
I may be miftaken in my prefcnt 
views of the affair, but will fee your 
Grace this evening, or to-morrow 5 ^ 
we wiir then converfe on it more " 
freely, and if you can convince mc 
you are right, I will ufc every means 
in my power to promote fo agree- 
able a fchemc. 

I men- 
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r mentioned it to the Duchefs^ 
who has f;sir lefs objcftion to it than 
L have, but who would pefign her 
daim to her daughter. 

Yet from Lady Jane, I think, we 
fiiould find fome difficulty. She has 
a pafllbn for retirement, and no am- 
bition to prompt her wifti for a 
Grown., 

The happinefs- of this charming' 
daughter,, and your worthy fon, is 
^tiie delight of her nK)ther and my- 
ftlf; nor can it, I think, obtain an 
addition from any thing the worlds 
can procure them. . 

Moft^: 
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Moft happy would it render me,, 
did it pleafe the Ahnighty to fpare 
the King's life a little longer, who 
has a Throne in the hearts of his 
fubjefts, and who is dear to me as 
a fonj but T fear our hopes are 
vain for fo great a bleffifig. 

I remain, my Lord Duke, 

Your Grace's, &c. 

SUFFOLK. 



I.£T« 
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L B T T E R XIV, 
LADY JANE 

TO 

L; A D Y CATHERINE. 



How much more reafon thiiv 
ever have I to pray for the life of 
the King! Yet, alas^ how little have 
I to hope it. The ambition of my 
parents and father-in4aw> is atx>uc. 
to involve your Jane in^ a thoufand. 
dangers* 

The 



^' LADY JANE ORBY, 

my mother, who ' declines it in' my 
favor. 



In vain have I thrown myfelf at 
the Royal Edward's feet, inccffantly 
intreating him to drop the defign, 
and deftroy the patent •, but all my 
fears, and all my endeavours arc 
vain ; it is all figned, and was com- 
pjeted before I had the leaft inti- 
mation of it, and they have it in 
their poffeffion. 

My hufband joins in the earneft 
wilh of feeing me Queen of England, 
Ihould we lofe the King; and not 
even a wife, he profeffes to love 
fo tenderly, can g^in the leaft in- 
fluence over him on this occafion. 

He 
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He pleads his father's pleafure— 
the anxiety that all our families, and, 
indeed, all the reformed part of the 
kingdom are in on account of Mary's 
religion— they ufe every argument 
with me, that art or eloquence can 
invent, to engage my confcnt to pre- 
ferve the Proteftant caufe, and the 
liberties of the kingdom. 

In vain have I urged the injuftice 
of depriving the Princefs Elizabeth 
of her right, an amiable Lady, and 
a Proteftant. They fey (he was not 
legitimate, and her father had ex- 
cluded her for that reafon, and that 
it was Edward's pleafure to prefer 
my mother's claim. Why, then, 

will 
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will not my mother herfclf take on 
her the weighty burden of the ftate ? 
Alas, how ilUcalculated am I for 
it ! Young, inexperienced in the 
worid, who have been brought up 
in retirement, and infinitely prefer 
the joys of a private and domeftic 
life, to all the dangerous and fatigu- 
ing glories of greatnefe. 

In vain are all my remonftrancf s, 
all my tears are fruitlefs, and I have 
no refource left but to fupplicatc 
Heaven to /pare Edward's life! and 
no other employment but to affift^ 
with the reft of the young Nobility 
around him, by every tender office 

of 
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oT fricndfhip, to amtffe the wearifome 
houfe of ficknefs and languor. 



The 'King takes fhort rides every 
day, and my Guildford and I gene- 
rally attend him. The cortverfa- 
tion, when he. can talk, moftly turns 
on fefious fubjefts; at thcfe feafons, 
his religion is a fteady lamp within 
him, illuminating the dark fhadcs of 
declining nature; his fcntiments are 
all iioble; his mind fubmits with 
a humble acquielcence to the ftroke 
of Heaven J a Iblickude for Mary's 
converfion, and his kingdom's wel- 
fare, feem the only things which 
diftrefs him; though he frequently 
regrets -fomc inftanccs of perfecuting 

feverity, ' 
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feveriry, which, during his fliort and 
tumultuous reign, he has-been al* 
moft compelled, by one of the Pro- 
teftors, to give a reludtant conftnt 
to, and which, at the time, coft him 
many tears. Nor would he ever 
repeat ir, when fole matter of his 
aftions, which he then was not, be- 



ing a mmor. 



I have frequently regretted *how 
much the fpirit of perfecution has ad- 
hered, even to thofe who have pro- 
feffcd the reformed religion, though 
fo contrary to the example of the 
divine founder of.it, for the '^ wrath 
"of man worketh not the righte- 
'*f oufnefs of God."— Blfliop Cran- 

rnen. 
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mer, and my uncle Somerfct, were 
not entirely free from it, which I 
have frequently lamented. 

' O, my fitter, pray for your Jane — 
pray to Heaven to give her forti- 
tude and ftrength of mind, to fup- 
port the various' changes of life; 
and, above all, pray for the King's 
life; and that fomc providential 
event, yet unthought of, may for 
ever avert from her the fnares and 
perils of royalty, and reftore her to 
the fweet and fecure enjoyments of 
retired and domeftic life. 

Adieu. 
Vol. I. H let- 
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•LETTER XT. 
»L A D y DUDLEY 

T O 

4.ADr CATHERINE HERBERT^ 



How Ihdii I nftfold^ to my dear 
T^ady Catherine^ the melaacholy news 

of the King*s death! He est- 

pired ycfterday, to the extreme af- 
fliftion of all his friends. 

Your fifter> and Lady Anne^ are 
utterly incapable of writing, which 

they 
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iS^tf have requefted me to d6^ be- 
ing itKM-e compofed: my pen is 
unable to paint the affefting inter«» 
views between thenu 



Lord Guild^d w^ beloved by 
his King with the fincereft friend- 
ihip, and moans his lofs with un- 
affcfted forrow: they have all paid 
him the llrifteft attention, and 
watched over him like a mother 
6ver a dying dlild. 

The patience, the gratitude, the 
piety which the King difplayed 
throughout his laft trying fcene, has 
completed the beauty of his cha- 
raftcr, and will leave an endlefs re- 
H 2 gret 
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grct for his early fate, in the hearts 
of all his friends and faithful fub- 

Xady Jane is appointed his fuc- 
ceffor to the throne. Alas! ami- 
able Lady Jane 1 fear greatly 

for her^ from the Princefs Mary's 
adherents. — ^The King's death is 

not yet made public the Duke 

of Northumberland, and the Ccun- 
cil, have fcnt for .the Princeffes to 
ice their brother, with the defign of 
getting them into their power. 
How much artifice, how much Ln- 
juftice does ambition occafionJ 

My 
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My excellent fifter-in-law ftill in- 
ceflantly prays her parents to retire 
to France, and* leave the crown to 
the rightful fucceffor;. bur their an>- 
bition renders them immovable.—— 
Lord Guildford alfo, amiable as he 
is in ev^ry other refpeft, rcfufcs her 
earneft.requefl to quit thc^ all^ and 
fly with her., 

AV ibon ay the Princefles' are fe^ 
cured, Lady Jane is to be pro^ 
claimed Queen of England.— r — AA! 
my dear Lady, how many thorn.^. 
will bo concealed among the jewels 
of thy crown !-i — eltrernble for rhee-, 
good and noble, and worthy as 
thou art to wear and adorn it. 

H3 My 
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My mind, too much wtrped, 
perhap$y to melancholy^ from^ the 
bloody events oC my &mily, which 
are within my remembrance, feels 
a portending glooms 

All nature feems enwrapt in a 
flill^ fable doud of fufpenfive hor- 
rorj as if big with ibme great 
event. — The filence diffufcd through 
the palace 5 Lady Jane's deep af- 
flidtion; the folicitous^ and import 
tant looks of the Froteffaor and 
Council^ for their fuceefs with the 
people, by whom you know the 
Dudley's are but little beloved; 
their fears of the Princefs*^ pwtys 

altogether^ 
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aItoge(^er> raider tjib a moft fiblemi^ 

Fot my part, I know not what 
to pray for; cither their fucccfs or 
difappointment: their iucceft, in my 
opinion, would be founded ii> iquf- 
ticc ; and^ ycr» their failure, and the 
Princcfs Mary'^ fuceeflion to* the 
erown wouldi without doubt, in- 
volve the nation^i in a thoufa^ mi^- 
ftries, and be the ruin of our fa- 
mily and party.— —The overthrow 
ef the Reformation would be in- 
evitable, bigoted as that Princefs 
is to the Popilh religion j and I- 
tremble left the innocent Jane fhouli 
he the viAim of b^ fury. 

' We 
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We arc to quit ' the palacCj as 
foon as the meflenger returns, from 

the Princeffes 1 will not clofc 

my letter till then, as I have a fafc 
conveyance for it to you^ which J 
may not again meet with — till then, 
adieu. 

0> my dear Lady Catherine, too 

true, indeed, were my portents. 

Mary had, by fome means, beea 
informed of her brother's deceafe; 
fhe privately left her abode, and 
has fled to the county of Suffolk, 
from whence, in all probability, flic 
will return with an army, as the 
people feem more attached to her 
than it was imagined they would^ 

No 
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No* fooner did the Duke receive 
the news, than- he immediately got 
•Lady Jane proclaimed; and con- 
veyed to^ the Tower for fafety, as 
is ufual on thefe occafions;. thither 
we adl attended her: but I cannot 
cxprefs the reluftancc with which 
.(he accepted of the crown ; and 
nothiAg at laft could, prevail on. her 
to confent, but the preffing entrea- 
ties of her parents and hu/bard; 
who threw themfelves on their 
knees before her, and made the 
moft affefting remonftrances in their 
power to her, in behalf of the 
Proteftant caufe, and the happincfs 
of the people. 

To 
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To thefe corffiderstiomy aodT^ her 
duty to her p^renfs^ Aq ha» yielded 
Qp her own pface and happtiicfiff 
^d all that fincere and hcaiffilt 
delight, which flie experienced from 
the innocence and ufefulneis of hep 
private and domeflic life, which rei^' 
dered her an ornament to fociety^ 
and the idol of her iriends^ and re- 
lations*. 

Lady Anne and myfilf acconr- 
pany her^ and will tranfmit to you 
an account of every event of im* 
portancc that occur to us. 

My dear Lady Catherine, Ihatl 
we not fooa ice you in town? you 

have 
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^ve now^ you knowj a new duty 
to pay, fince your fifter is a queen. 

^Alas, how litde is her tick' to 

be envied!' 

I am ever your fincere friend, 



XANE DUDLEY. 



LET" 
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3 
LETTER XVI^. j 



LADY ANNE. ORE V 

T O 

LADY CATHERINE HERFERT* 



Your filler, my Catherine,, ac- 
quits hcrfelf, in her exalted ftation, 
with the fame humility and affabi- 
lity as in private life. There is in 
her noble air, a ferioufnefs which 
feems to arife from the apprehenfjon 
cff infecurity in her new dignity, and 
a painful idea of not holding it by 

a lawful 
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I lawful claim. This, indeed, (he 

has frequently expreflcd, but her 

father and friends endeavour to re- 
affure her. 

As foon as Ihe was at liberty 
from the multitude of cares and bu- 
Qnefs, which flic was at once in- 
volved in, ftie enquired what pri- 
(bners were in the Tower, and or* 
dered them to be brought to her 
in turn^ that flie might attend to 
their claims. Many anfiongft tTicm 
[he heard, and fet at liberty. 

The Duke of Norfolk, and Court- 
aey, fon of the Marquis of Exeter, 
vere at laft introduced to her. Her 

tender 
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Tender and compaffionate lieait 
was mdtcd at die fi^t of die 
venerable Nor&Ik, attainted^ u 
he had been^ by Harry dieVIIItb, 
on no crime, but his fuperior family 
honours and ^reatnefs, ^nd being 
one of the firft Noblemen ih the 
kingdom. 

How many years had he bcc^ 
immured Jiere, loft to die world an^ 
his country; as had alfo the yo\m0 
and amiable Courtney^ who poffeflc^ 
a moft elegant perfon and gentle man- 
ners, but, being confined fo young, 
appeared ignotant of many accom- 
plifhments neccITary to a young No- 
bleman I an air of dejcftion, tnixcd 

with 
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-v^ith .Tefignation^ fat on hi^ pale 
€tiuntdnance> tl^ fenfibility and dig- 
jMty of which prcpoflTcfled all hearts 
in his favour. He was^ aKb, com- 
mitted without any crime of his 
owtij mhth his ikther was at- 
tainted. 

An amiable and pleafing Lady 
was next prefented^ by the defire of 
Courtney^ who profdSbd himfeif det^- 
Jy ihte;refted in her welfare. When 
ihe was introduced td the Queen> 
and, after her firft addrcfs to her^ 
on Joekiftg round ^he rooin^ flic fud* 
deiily became faidc, and was falling 
down, when I perceived her emo- 
tion, which, i drought, proceeded 

from her difcovering Courtney among 

the 
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the company J but every one elfc^ I 
believe, imputed it to the cfFe6bs of 
ficknefs, which her countenance evi- 
dently wore tlie traces of. 

She foon, however, recovered her 
fpirirs, and faid, Ihe was imprifoned 
by Bilhop Cranmer's Councils to the 
ProteSftor, in* the beginning of Ed- 
ward's reign, and alfo a mother/ 
who was fince deadj that her crime 
was an adherence to her religion, 
which was the Catholic. 

The noble freedom with which 
fhe acknowledged this, pleafed Lady 
Jane, as it did me, and we entreated 
the Duke of Suffolk to permit her 

to 
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to remain with us, which he wil- 
lingly confented to; at the fame 
time faying, that the Lady was at 
liberty, whenever Ihe chofe, to quit 
the Towen But the Duke of Nor- 
folk and Courtney were not permit- 
ted to enjoy that liberty, till the new 
Queen was a little more eftabliflied, 
though they had leave to walk where 
they pleafed within the Tower 
walls. 

As foon as we were alone with 

the lovely Lady Laurana de M , 

I intreated her to inform us of the 
principal incidents of her life, if it 
was not difagreeable to her; that 
the young Nobleman, v/ho had lad 

Vol, LI been 
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. been examined, profeflfed himfclf in- 
tcrcfted warmly in her happincfs, and 
that I had obferved they both Teemed 
much afFe£led at their meeting in 
the Queen's prefence, though re- 
fpeft for her had kept "them Clent, 
or fome other motive to mc qn- 
known. 

Tears of fenfibility filled her eyes 
at my rcqueft, and flowed down her 
pale cheek, on which dejedtion had 
4Jeeply preyed. 

After a little paufe, (he faid, Ihe 
was much obliged to me for the 
concern I took in her affairs, and 

would 
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would moft willingly comply with 
my requeft, which flic immcdiarcly 
did. 



LADY LAURANASS STOUV. 

MY family is Italian, and noble, 
of the houfc of M— — . My pa- 
rents had fome years been fettled in 
England, having quitted their own 
city, Florence, on account of a tra- 
gical family event, which had given 
them a difguft to it, and wounded 
their hearts too deeply to permit 
them again to rcfidc in it. 

12 I was 
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I was their only child, and brought 
op in their faith. At length my 
father died, and n>y mother ftill con- 
tinued here, living as the gentry 
of this kingdom, but not in a fpen- 
vdid or confpicuous manner, for (he 
greatly preferred retirement. 

' In the beginning of Edward ■« 
reign, the kingdom was divided with 
religious difputes, which were car- 
ried on with 4uch violence .and inve- 
teracy, that the fpirit of perfecution 
was very prevalent even among Pro- 
teftants, though they greatly con^ 
demned the Catholics for it; and 
^thc Protedlor was too much guided 
by Bifhop .Cranmcr, in imprifoning, 
^nd frequently punifhing with tor- 
ture, 
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ture,. thofe who differed from them,- 
in matters ^hich were deemed by 
each party eflential;. fo that even 
women did not efcape their tyranny. 
Amongfl the reft my mother and 
myfelf, young as I then was, not 
more than twelve years old, were 
imprifoned for. our obftinacy in our- 
principles.. 

Thus you fee. Madam, that my 

Heart has early learnt to fufFcr. 
While my mother lived, however,, 
it was tolerable to me; her conver- 
fation and inftrdftions, in every part 
of education, which fhe was com- 
pletely* accompliihed in, filled up- 
great part of our time. We: had^ a. 
1-3 guitar^ 
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guitar, with feme mufit and other 
books, which we ftudicd till we had 
them by heart j and bcirtg permit- 
ted fometimes to take a little air, 
the confinement feemed to me fo 
much like that of a nunnery, that 
k did not coft me my chearfulncfsi 
and my mother endeavoured ta 
maintain her's, that fhe might ren- 
der my lot more tolerable.—- 
But, alas ! at the end of four years, 
my dear mother died, after a lin- 
gering illnefs, occafioned, doubt- 
Icfs, by her misfortunes, and the 
regrets Ihe felt on my account, 
which, as fhe carefully kept them 
from, injured her -health ftill more 
efFcdlually. 

I had 
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1 had watched over her with un- 
tCftiktiittg attention, during her tedi- 
oui decay; but, when I found (he 
was ^one for ever, my grief was fo 
violent and exceflive, that they 
cof^Id fcarcely tear me away from 
the infenfible body, which I fondly 
hung over,, and fuffered more than 
it is in the power of language to 
dcfcribc in the contemplation of» 
They conveyed me into another 
apartment, in a very different part 
of the Tower* 

For a while I gave myfelf up to 
forrow, nor could any thing divert 
my attention from it ^ but I fat ftu- 
pid and unemployed by any of my 

former 
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former avocations. For fome montt 
I coDcinued in this way ; looking o 
at my little grated window was tl 
only amufement I took. 

The anxieties of my mind wcr 
at length, by flow degrees, relieve 
by the voice of a young man coi 
fined in the next apanment to min 
At firft I paid litde attention 
him 9 and if I did, it was wi 
a difguft, as mufic but ili-a 
corded with my grief. But, by d 
grees, as it abated, I began to lift( 
to him, by way of amufement. 

It was a long time before I hs 
the pleafure of feeing himj but d 

four 
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found, of his. voice was familiar to^ 
me, both in finging and reading,, 
which he always did aloud, fre- 
quently poetry, which he recited' 
with a great deal of tafte and 
judgment.. 

I had. formed a pleafihg idea oF 
him, from the knowledge I had of 
his fentiments:. he would frequently,, 
in his poetry, lament, in the moft 
pathetic manner, the lofe of liberty ;. 
being (hut up from the charms of 
fociety, the difficulty which he had 
to obtain knowledge and improve- 
ment of mind, and the defire of 
thofe endearing family connexions 
Tvhich bleft his childhood -, then 

would 
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would he folace his mind with the 
rcfleftion, that tjie tyranny of others, 
and not his own guilty had occa- 
fioncd this l^ng confinemeht, which 
gave him (till a hope that Provi- 
dence would, fomc way or other, 
procure the means of his dcliver- 
ance^ 

He too well painted his own lot, 
not to penetrate my heart with a 
lively fenfe of his grief, as well as 
his merit; and, indeed, thefc amufe- 
merits were the only ones which I 
enjoyed. , 

I received great improvement 
from the books he read, ' which 

were 
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were frequently on learned and ftu- 
dious fubjeftsi fometimes religious ;^ 
from thcfe laft, I found he was of 
the Romifli church. 

It was near three months, that 
this inYifible youth entertained me 
daily, unconfcious of the pleafurc 
he gave. One day, looldng out at 
my window, I faw a young man 
walking in a little garden, into 
which it looked ; the dignity of his 
air, and the elegance of his perfon, 
though in difabille, excited my at- 
tention. I had frequently feen peo^ 
pie walking there,* but none had 
ever gained from me a moment's 
notice. I fecretly wifhed this might 

be 
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be the unknown perfon,. who ha 
fo greatly gained upon my eftco 
and. fympathy,. 

As he walked, he caft his ev 
up at the windows, and. at 1 
fixed them on mme,?— — I attraf 
his obfervation; he looked m 
eagerly at my face, and at 
obliged, me to retire, from a ki 
ment of modefty, which would 
permit me to fupport fo fleady 
obfcrven I> feverai days after tl 
faw the young man, who alw 
paid me the fame attention; i 
the garden was too clofely guarc 
0) permit him to fpeak, had 
^Uhed it. 

C 
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'One evening, as the refulgent 
radiance, with which the moon fhonc 
through my little grated cafement, 
invited me to open ir, while the 
recolleftion of thofe rural pleafures 
I had been accuftomed to enjoy 
before my captivity j the charming 
fcenes of variegated nature, which 
I remembered with peculiar de- 
light, mixed with melancholy at the 
thoughts of enjoying them no long- 
er, at laft, imperceptibly introduced 
my dear departed mother to my 
mind, with many tender fcenes of 
my childhood and youth, when I 
was the objeft of all her cares.— 
I know not how lonf; I was en- 
gaged in thefc reveries, *but that 

•I was 
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I was recalled from them by the 
well-known voice in the garden, 
who fung to his guitar the follow- 
ing words ^ 

I. 

How fweet the rofe — ^the Jillyfair, 

The morn of fpring ferene ; 
H')\v fweet the fummer's clofing day. 

And moonlight's filver fcene. 

II. 
But fweeter far the gen'rous hearty 

With friendfhip's flame impreft ; 
Or the firft dawn of tender love. 

Which fires the artlefs hreaft, 

III. 
But where are nature's pleafing powers. 

While darknefs fpreads its gloom ? 
And diftant from the fragrant flowers, 

We lofe the fweet perfume. 

IV. 
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IV. 
Thus when the night of abfence reigns, 

The joys cf convcrfe fled ; 
Fair friendSiip droops, and plaintive 
ilrains 
Declare all pleafure dead. 

I looked out with caution, left 
be Ihould obferve my curiofity; 
but finding his eyes fixed on the 
window, I haftily withdrew myfclf ; 
he then fang and played .another 
air, expreflive of love, and regret 
for the lofs of liberty* 

I fliut the window haftily, and 
retired to my bed 9 but it was only 
to ruminate over this incident, in 
which I felt an excefs of pain and 

pleafuce 
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• 

pleafure. Greatly rejoiced was I 

to be afTurcd that this yoiitig man 
was the fame perfon, whefc fenti* 
ments and employments I was fo 
well acquainted with. Pleafed and 
captivated with his perfon alfoj 
I felt inexpreflible ddight, 'that I 
was not indifferent to him ; but 
when I confidered the fituation wc 
were both in, my forrow was with- 
out bounds. — 'I fpent the night in 
tears ; and my paflions, ever -^impe- 
tuous^ were a fource of mifery to 
me, which found no relief from 
hope. 

The :^next day, however, I re- 
foJved to improve the liberty I had 

of 
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of walking in the fame garden, and 
v^hich I had never an inclination 
to do before, I went out, and faw 
the young man at the window, who 
fcemed . delighted to fee me there; 
at the next turn I faw him not, 
but was refolved to take another, 
in hopes of his returning again ; 
he had retired to write the follow- 
ing billet, which he dropped at my 
fv.et.- — I looked round, and feeing 
no one, took it up, and retired 
with it to my apartment, 

" An unfortunate man, who has 
" been a prifoner of ftate more 
" than fix years; a ftfanger to joy ; 
*' an alien from fociety, has re- 

VoL-L K " ccived 
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** ceivcd from the fair one thk h 

'^ addrelTed to, a delist' utifek be- 

** fore. Innocent of any crime, yet 

^' without any prcfent profpcA 6( 

*' a reicafe, let your pity [faften 

" my folitude.— -Let me have die 

^^ pleafure of feeing you daily ita 

. *^ this garden, and from this let 

'^ me judge of your compaflion. 

** COUHTWEY^** 

This note afforded me exquifite 
delight: I found that this itranger 
had made an impreflion on my 
hearty which nothing could erafe. 

I waited with impatience the tiext 
day for the hour of walking; our 

eyes 
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eyes met,, and cafily explained to 
each other that our love was mu- 
tual. From this time, frequent let- 
ters to each other imparted our 
fentiments, while I continued to be 
the invifible and filent auditor of 
his foJitary anjufementsj which I 
was refolvcd, however, not to in- 
form bin) pf; as I thought it 
would fee him <m hk guard more, 
aod I flskO^ld not be enabled to 
j\jdgc fa well of the finceriry of his 
love for me, whtch I cjid not doubt 
would iofluonoe his amufemcnts^ in 
this I WA^ wt. dieceived, for inftcad 
of .tearaeid ftudde$« aimoft fdi his 
ilttentiQQ wf^s ^w coqftantly turned 
iQ jSi^jf&s of poetry and fentiments 
K 2 — Aimoft 
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— Almoft twtry day produced new 
compofitions of his own, on thofc 
themes J but the defpair which ran 
through them, awoke my tendereft 
compaflioni 

One day, when I was walking in 

* 

a retired part of the garden, 1 was 
furprized to fee Courtney haftening 
to meet me; — as foon as he ap- 
proached, he fald his love and dc- 
Ipair had determined him to rifk 
every thing, for the pleafure of a 
moment's convcrfation with mc ; 
that it was againft the rules of the 
place, for more than one prifoner 
to be in the garden at once, but 
^hat he had got down unpbferved 

by 
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by the guard, though he knew he 

hkd not a moment to ftay. He 

then, in lively terms, exprefled his 
paflion; entreated me, if ever we 
were at liberty, to confent to be 
his; to inform him of my name 
and abode, and during our captivi- 
ty, to anfwer his letters. 



My folicitude for his fafety, ba- 
nifhed all referve from my words 
and behaviour; I acknowledged my 
intereft rn his fafcty, and told him, 
I would inform him by a letter 
who I was, and any thing elfe he 
wifhed to know, earneftly befeech- 
ing him to be gone that inftant. 
He thr«w himfelf at my feet, and 
K J kiffed 
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kiiTed my hand^ in an cxtaqr of 
gratitude at my condeicenii<>Of and 
kaftily left me* 



The next day I fulfilled my pro- 
mife, and writ to himt acquainting 
t)im with my ftory, and the little 
hopes I had of obtaining my liber- 
ty; ftill concealing my knowledgt 
of his folitary employments, but de- 
claring myfelf fo fincerely attached 
to. him, that I did not wi(h for 
liberty while he continued a pri- 
foner; recommending it to him, to 
hope that heaven would not permit 
us, innocent as we were of any 
crime againfl the flate, to remain 
for ever in captivity; and adding, 

that 
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tb^t p^i^nce a^d refignatian wcfs 
the iiK^ pTpbabkr mc^i\$ of light- 
eningy . as well as fiioFtening it. I 
threw this letter out a( the window> 
and faw him take it up. 

The Mxt dayy I went into^ the 
garden as ufua], and walked fbme 
time, feeing him^ at the window; he 
left it> and I withdrew to the rc- 
tiped part of the garden, where I 
hod before feen him^ and deter- 
mined to wait there till he had 
time to write, which I imagined he 
had gone away to do,, wHeii how 
was 1 fhocked and furprized, to fee 
Vim haftening to meet me! linow- 
vqg> a,s 1 did,, the cl^ger of itv 

but 
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but I could not perfuade him to 
leave me for nearly half an hour, 
nor would he permit me to leave 
himj at length, however, he went 
away, but he had been obferved, 
and was reprimanded by the keeper 
fevercly, though refpcftfuUy, and 
fuffered to go into his apartment. 

I was foon after returning to 
mine, but was told, that our con- 
nexion was difcovered j firft, by our 
communication by letters thrown out 
at the window, and then, by our 
interview in the garden; that it 
was an affair by no means to be 
permitted, and that, therefore, I 
muft retire to another part of the 

Tower. 
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Tower. The keeper then conduced 
me into the apartment that my poor 
mother died in, making an apology 
for his conduft, and faying he mufl: 
fulfill his -orders^ 

1 was io ftruck with grief and 
horror at the place I was returned 
to, that it flopped my utterance^ 
and fufpended,. at firft, every other 
thought: all the circumftances of 
my mother's death recurred to my 
memory^ and filled me with the 
keeneft anguifh. When [ had ex- 
haufted thofc firft emotions, I re- 
volved in my mind my diftancc 
from Courtney^ and the lofs, per- 
haps, for ever, of his focicty. What 

a dif- 
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a diftrading idea t though my f^l-' 
ings were naturally Yioknt> r^ga 
and yirtqe had always ftnne power 
over them : no reafon now . came toi 
my aid ; even the diftates of reli- 
gion were unattended to» The paf- 
fion I felt for Courtney, the d^* 
Ipair that the lofs of his converfa- 
tion pofleffed rne with> unfoftencd 
by any friendly remoqftranccs, \in- 
divefted by any amufen^ent or avor 
cation, found within my breaft a 
mifery too great for any weak frame 
to fupport. 

A violent fever fucccpdcd the 6rft 
diftraftion of my mindi I bad 
tvcry afnftaoce 4i9^rded me^ and g 

careful 
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caTeful nuffe to attend me ; bpt for 
a long time i waa infenfible to* 
cvcrf things and when my body 
was tolerably reftorcd, a deep me- 
hacholyy and perfeft indifference ta 
life fucceeded. I , &ould not ^ have 
attended to the food neceflary for 
my cxiftence^ had not my nurfe 
ufed every argument to prevail on^ 
me to cat of what they brought,, 
which, to avoid being teized, I did. 

At laft, I was permitted to walk 
upon the battlements of the Tower 
for a little air, but not to go into 
the garden I ufed to frequent: my 
nurfo fupported my feeble fteps, but 
as I could not walk far, I fat down 

difcon- 
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difconfolatcly, mournifig my hard 
fatej to be thus removed from the 
only perfon in the world who was 
interefted abdut me, or who felt for 
me the fweet fentimcnts of friend- 
Ihip. Yet I, every day, took the 
advantage they gave me of quitting 
my hated cell for a fliort time, 
though a little frclh air was all the 
benefit I reaped from it, for I 
neither faw, nor heard, any thing 
of the unfortunate Courtney. This 
was my fituation on your Majefty's 
entrance into the Tower, and on 
your enquiring what prifoncrs of 
rank were here, I was brought into = 
your prefencc. 

The 
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The fair Laurana here concluded 
her narrative: the Queen exprefled 
the warmeft eftcem for her, faid fhc 
fhould rejoice to give liberty of per- 
fon and confcicnce to all, and to 
reign over a free people, whom Ihe 
wiflied to attach to her, only by 
her folicitude to render them happy. 

She added, that (he feared fo 
powerful a Duke as Norfolk, would 
not be permitted by her council to 
be fet at liberty, and it would be 
too glaring a partiality to releafe 
Courtney without him, till her ac- 
ceflion . to the crown was a little 
more ratrfied by the voice of the 
people ; that Mary was in arma, 

and 
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and the contefl: donbtfuL but that 
however it terminated, it cowU oot 
but be favorable to Courtney^ tad 
<:onfequcntly to herfelf ; flic there- 
fore entreated her to render herfdf 
completely eafy, and be afiared that 
€hey 'would be permitted lo ftc 
each other as often as they pkaft(k 
She faid, ihe would immediately 
fend again for Courtney, who doubt- 
lefs was very defirous to entcrtaift 
his fair millrefs, 

A meflengcr wss thca fent for 
^im> and he ifbon appeared, wiili 
that degant and noble air, which 
as the effeft of refined icntimeots 

ahd a great mind^ That fickly 

languor 
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languor, whichr was diffufed over 
his fice at his firft entrance, was 
changed to a lively ted, ajt the 
fight of the fair Lady Laurana. 

The Queen, in the moft anima- 
ted term^ expfefled her concern, 
t1iat ib amiable a young nobleman 
(hould have been fo long fecluded 
!rcfm fociety, to which he would 
iave been an ornament. She faid, 
lie had frequently regretted his fate, 
kiring the life o^ the lace King, as 
lis m^efty alfo had; but he could 
lot prevail on the Protcdor to re- 
eafe him. She then added the rea- 
bns before given to Lady Laurana, 

• which 
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which obliged her to detain him a 
little while longer in the Tower; 
but faid, Ihe would contribute all 
in her power to prevent his feeling 
liimfclf a prifoner. 



Courtney tlianlced her^ with an 
appearance of ingenuous gratitude, 
for her goodnefs to him; and then 
approaching the oly'eft of his tea- 
'dereft concern, who looked ready 
to. faint, in the mod affedting man- 
ner, he cxpreffed his joy to fee 
her again, whom he thought he had 
loft for ever; and a fcene of ten- 
^erncfs paffed between them, which 
I can never do juftice toj and, in- 
deed, we foon left them, thinking it 

would 
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>prould be mcH-e pleafing to them to 
<nJ0y their tranQ>orts alone, 

I afterwards required him to re- 
late wnat his fituation was, when he 
found he had loft his fair miftrefs. 
——He faid, he had no intimation 
given him of Lady Laurana's de- 
parture from her room ; he therefore 
watched aU the next day for . her 
appeai;ance in the garden, and find- 
9)gp toward dyflc, dkat ihe did not 
come . down as ufual, he went into 
it .bimfelf, waiting for her appear- 
ance at her window, but Ihe ap- 
peared not; he then played fome 
of hU favorite airs, and fung them 
to his guitar; ftiH> however, no 

Vol. I. L Laurana 



152 iADY JANE GREY. 

Laurana appeared^ not even for 
a momeot: as the darkne& ap- 
proached^ he intreated her^ in the 
moft plaintive manner, to give him 
fbme fignal of her being flill in her 
room; but all in vain, no fignal, 
no anfwering voice, no Laurana 
appeared. 

Sometimes he thought (he was 
dead; fbmetimes that (he, had left 
the Tower, and that he fliould 
ii^ver fee her again; at.other times, 
his gloomy mind, half-di(fara£l:ed with 
a horrid Aifpenfe, would imagine he 
heard her voice in fcreams of ago- 
ny; he would then ftart from his 
bed, and liften with the mod fear- 
ful 
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fill attention; when every hollow 
ftq), every reibunding echo, which 
broke through the Hlence of the 
night, in that manfion of llrength, 
would raife a thoufand dreadful 
ideas, and apparitions of horror to 
his diftempered fancy. 

At length time, that foother of 
^ief, a little abated his diftra^ion, 
and reafbn afiumed, by flow degrees, 
her power bvcr his foul, which ena- 
bled him to have recourfe to his 
ftudies, and, after a while, allowed 
him to amufe himfelf with his 
giiitar. 

La Though 
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Though be avoided the fubjeft 
of love with the greateft iftduftry, 
he faid he one day, without confide- 
ration, touched the notes of a little 
^ir^ m\k Mdiidi he firfl addrefled 
Lady Lanrapaj on the fubjed of 
love. The words recwred to his 
memory, and, with them, the whole 
train of thofe ideas, which bad al- 

moft derived him of reafon- 

the efFed had almoft again deranged 
his mind, and it was fome days be- 
fore he could recover any thing like 
tranquility. 

This was his fituatlon ^vhen the 
Queen's meflage reached him: he 
ftarted from his feat, looked wildly 

round 
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roGnd him, but couM not, for a 
while, comprehend what was meaned 
by if. 

So wmny events, new and afto- 
niihing tx> a man,, who had been a 
priibner more than fix years, and, 
in all that time, had never known 
the leaft circumftance of what was 
doing in the world, only that Henry 
was dead, and fuccceded bjj Edward, 
a hiinor> which he had learned 
from Lady Laurana's. ftory^ To be 
informed, at prefenr, that Edward 
was alfo dead; that he had excluded 
his fifter from the fucceflion, and 
left his Crown to Lady Jane 
' L 3 Grry, 
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Grey, and that this new Queen 
had fent for him; what could it 
mean? to what new fate was he 
rcfervcd ! 

Yet he reflefted— I may, per- 
haps^ fee again my charming Lau- 
rana> if flie ftill lives. This hope 
animated him to appear before the 
new Queen with fome degree of 
refolution. 

Both the Queen and myfclf were 
greatly afFefted, with the fufferings 
of thefe amiable lovers, and we 
(hall rejoice exceedingly to fee them 
happy. 

Ladv 
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Lady Laurana, and myfclfi 
ai* already united in a (incerc 
and tender fricndfliip. I know 
but of one fault ihe has, which is 
a little too much bigotry to the 
religion fhe has been brought up 
in^ by which i do not noean con- 
ftancy, which I approve of as 
much as fhe docs, but want of 
charity. 

* But all her pafllons and feelings 
are naturally violent and exceflive; 
yet her manners are gentle, and 
her heart artlefs and good^ and flie 
takes infinite pains to prcftrve the 
authority of reafan over her foirf. 

She 
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She is a charming woman, iand^ as 
her health returns^ thofc beauce« 
ous eyes, over which ficknefs 
had cafl her veil^ now fliines 
^very day with increafing fplen* 
dour>. as do alfo her lover's, who is 
one of the fineft figures, and has 
the mod animated countenance I 
ever faw. 

1 have written you a long letter, 
my Catherine, Inform me very loon 
that your health is amended, which 
I am exceedingly forry to hear is 
fo interrupted; and that you will 
come and pay your duty to your 
Queen, who has now a claioci 

to 
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to your attention fuperior to that 
of lifter, 

Adieu> my dearcft coufin. 
Your 

AnneGrey,. 



LETTER 
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TO AKD FROM TH£ SAMI.^ 



Ah, my dcareft Lady Catherine, 
we have the moft dreaded news to 
tell you! — the vidtorious Mary is 

almoft at our gates the Duke of 

Northumberland is taken — and all 
ranks of people are ready to ac- 
knowledge the fiftcr of Edward as 
their only rightful Queen. 

May 
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May God fupport Lady Jane — 
ftipport us all to fuftain diis fatal 
blow to all our hopes. The Duke 
md DucbefSy and Lord Guildford> are 
aknc^ diftraded with apprehenfion ;. 
but the excellent Jane preferves the 
bane fercnity of niind; endeavours 
to tonfole her parents and hufband^ 
and poflTefTes that only true dignity^, 
whixrh Is the fame in all events^ 

Lady Jane Dudley is inconlblas- 
ble for her father-in-law, and huf- 
band, who is with him. Poor Lady, 
how I pity her 5 fhe has fcarcc 
known any thing but tragic fccne* 
in her family. 

But, 
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Bat if Mary foccetds, and tfcc^c 
18 now but liale reaibn to - doubt 
that (he vrill^ we ihai}l be mvolved 
m one common ruin; our families- 
fi> large^ connected by intetmar- 
riages> and unanimous in the 'pre- 
sent eaufe.— ~I almoft fear this 
news will retard the recovery of 
your healthy my Catherinei but I 
could not avoid giving it you^ and 
you might, from common report, 
hear it reprcfented worfe, perhaps, 
if po(rible> than it is. 

Lady Jane has peVailcd on Lady 
Laurana, with great diiEculty, and 
with the affiftance of her lover's ar- 
guments, to retire into France of 

Italy, 
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Italy^ aitd remain in a convent till 
bis refeafes and has appointed a 
pcribn^ whom ftie could confide in, 
to conduA her there in fafctyj but 
ho words can. do jufticc to their 

pathetic partmg ftrene. Surely, 

never were fouls more formed for 
each other, nor more deeply im- 
preffed with that gift of heavenly 
fenfibilityi a gift which none would* 
part with who poffcfs it; and few, 
I believe, defire it, who do not; 
and wlMch is, perhaps, more allied 
to mifery than to Jiappincfs, 

In Lady Jane, indeed, her large 
foare of it appears with high luftre; 
being attempered with ftrength of 

reafon. 
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reafon, guarded by the balmjr power 
of religion, which heals the wounds 
made by it before they rankle* 

Parewell, dear Lady Catherine, 
may heaven prepare your n^ind to 
fupport every viciflitudei and, O 
that Lady Jane's party may yet be 
vidorious. 



ANNE GREY 



LETT 
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LETTER XVIIf, 



LADYJANE GREY 



T O 



LADY CATHERINE HERBERT* 



1 HE idle pageantry of ftate is 
over, my dear Catherine, and your 
fitter, that upftart Queen, whom a 
fatal ambition has inipofed on the 
people, is now, after a ten day's 
reign, depofed, and obliged to open 
her gates to the rightful fucceflbr. 

Mary 
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Mafy is received by all; Papifts 
and Proteftants^ all acknowledge 
her their lawful Queen i flic pro- 
mifes fair: may it pleafe the Al- 
mighty, that the purity of our holy 
faith remain unaltered^ and I (hall 
rejoice at the change. With re- 
gard to myfelf, I 4-efigned njy 
crown with that tranfcendent de- 
light, which no words can expreis; 
may I again be permitted to tafte 
the joys of domcftic life, thejrwili 
be doubly cheriflied *»y me, from 
the ftiort experience I have had of 
the toils of greatnefs, and the dan- 
gers of ambition i but I do not ima- 
gine we ihall iqon ei^'oy Again our 
liberty. We arc, indeed, permitted 

to 
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to conv'erfe with each other, which 
foftens,. in a. great degree, our con- 
finement.. Yet I fear greatly for 
my friends 5 Northumberland's, fpirit 
is too well known, to imagine he 
will be fecure .from the Queen's 
Tcfentmenr, and we have all but 
too much reafon to fear left w»c 
Ihould not be fpared^. 

May we be refigned to our fate; 
all is permitted by divine Provi- 
dence, for wife purpofes to us un- 
known. Yet I greatly condemn 

. myfelf, that I did not more obfti- 

nately refift their iniportunities, but 

that, with my eyes open to the 

precipice before me, I was fo irre- 

Voi^L. M fiftibly 
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fiftibly biafled by filial duty^ as to 
plunge headlong over it^ and bear 
down in my fall^ fo many, of thoie 

that are dearcft to me. My folly 

is indeed unpardonable. 

I am almofi: afraid to fend^ this 
letter, yet there is in it nothing 
inimical to the Queen. I will com- 
mit it to Lady Anne's care, who 
has conveyed to you the others. 

Adieu, do not grieve too much, 
my fweet fitter; but endeavour to 
raife your mind above human 
events, and, with a ftedfaft foul,.' 
look to that fcene of future hap- 
piacfs prepared for the virtuous.— 

1 freely 
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t freely acknowledge my errors, yet. 
has my^ heart never deviated from 
that: redlitude of intention, which. 
has been its folace through all the 
afilidions I have hitherto fuftained,. 
and will, I truft, fupport it at that 
dofing hour, whenever it fhall hap- 
pen,, when all mortal fupports fail,, 
and the feeble lamp of vitality is. 
quivering on a point, and juft. 
about to take its flight for ever. 

Pray for your 

JANE GREY.. 
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LETTER XIX. 

LADY ANNE OREY 
TO 
LADY LAURANA. 



You have, perhaps, by public 
report, my friend, heard that Lady 
Jane is depofcd, and Mary acknow- 
ledged Queen of England. 

Vol. II. B Your 
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Your friendly heart will feel for our 
diftrefs, and the ill-fuccefs of that ex- 
cellent Lady, who yet would return to 
private life, with the higheft fatis- 
fadion, might fhe hope that Mary's 
fears would permit her confidera- 
tion of her as no confequence. She 
has, indeed, profefled to pvdon 
both Lady Jane and her Lord, as 
well as the Duke of Suffolk; but 
I diftruft much that it will be re- 
voked again, as they are not per- 
mitted to quit the Tower. 

The Duke of Northumber- 
land has fufFercd for his ambition, 
and with him two others, who 

were 
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were principals in the party, 
but no others nearly related to 

Ul4 



The Queen's Icnrty has gained 
ber great popularity, in punifhing no 
more on this occafion. 

Lord Guildford, who was pof- 
fcffed of the higheft filial afFeftion, 
mourns inceflantly for his father's 
violent death, . and his afFe£lionate 
wife (hares his grief — they are 

aftuated but by one foul and 

it is impoffible for either to feel 
a ibrrow, which the other partakes 
not of, 

, B 2 As 
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As foon as Mary arrived at the 
gates of the Tower, the Duke of 
Suffolk immediately opened them to 
her, and was the firft to acknow- 
ledge her his' rightful Sovereign. 
Mortifying, indeed, was this to him, 
who was compelled to it by neccf- 
fity, as he knew of Northumber- 
land's defeat* 

BiTt when Lady Jane received 
the haughty Mary, and laid her 
crown at her feet, with that fweet 
humility, equally free from mean- 
nefs or fear, Mary feemed ftruck 
with the greatnefs of her manner; 
her eyes were difarmed, for a mo- 
ment, of that fierce anger, which 

flaftied 
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flaflied from them at her entrance; 
and filled with a fentiment of ad- 
miration, mixed with envy, that 
.vice of little minds, which cannot 
yield an intire and unpolluted' tri- 
bute of praife to virtue, fhe afFeded 
to. treat her as a poor deluded 
child, the' objeft only of her con- 
tempt, and beneath her anger. 

On Mary^s entrance into the 
Tower, ihe alfo enquired what pri- 
foners of ftate were there, and de- 
manded to fee them; they prefented 
themftlves to her, and flie pardoned 
them all; among the reft the Duke 
of Norfolk and Courtney. 

B J Mary 
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Mary was exceedingly (truck with 
the perfon of the latter, and though 
unacquainted with the manners and 
ceremonies of the court, the eafe 
and dignity that are natural to 
'him, fhe thought far preferable to 
the artful addrefs of the courtier. 

She immediately reinftated Nor- 
folk and him into their honours 
and eftates, and created Courtney 
Earl of Devonfhire. rNo noble- 
man about the court is at prefcnt 
in fuch high favor with the Queen, 
and all the ladies. of it; he has 
began to apply himfelf to learn 
thofe accomplilhm^nts, and adive 
cxercifcs, which his long captivity 

has 
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has- withheld fronfi him the means 
^of acquiring. 

It is imagined, by fome people, 
that the Queen is ftrongly attached 
to him; and, as his -rank is noble, 
and he is an Englifhman, it is 
thought, Ihe will contrive that an 
alliance with him (hall be propofed 
to the people* 

And now, my fair frienxl, you 
tremble for your lover; yet com-.- 
fort yourfelf, and do not defpair; 
I am certain he will never marry 
the Queen. He has privately vifited 
us feveral times; he has informed 
us of every thing doing at court, 

and 
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and declares that he could notp 
without the grcatcft averfion, con- 
fider Mary in the light of a wife, 
was he not engaged to you by 
every tie of *honor and afFcdion. 

He fpeaks highly of the Princefs 
as a friend, who poflfeflTes eminent 
virtues and merit> but fays, he (hall 
never ceafe to love his.Laurana, in 
preference to all the women he 
ever favj though he acknowledges, 
that he fears the Queen will never 
permit him to marry you. He en- 
treats me to renew to you his vows 
of eternal conftancy. He fays, he 
fhall rejoice if the Queen will ap- 
point him any foreign fervice, which 

may 
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may enable him to fee you again, 
but he fears flie will not fuffer him 
to quit the kingdom* 

• He would requeft your return^ to 
England, but that he ihould be 
fearful of your fafety, if the Queen,^ 
by any means, difcovered your con- 
nexion : this has hitherto prevented 
his writing to you; but he fays, he 
will now write to you himfelf, and 
inclofe his letter in mine. You may 
now, therefore, correfpond. through 
this medium i for to own the truth,. 
Mary does really love the Earl, 
and her temper is fulpicious to a 
great degree. 

I am 
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I am rejoiced to find^ by d^e 
return of your conduftor, that your 
voyage was agreeable^ and that you 
arc fettled in a convent at Flo- 
rence, which you knew fomething 

of, 1 am impatient fctr a more 

particular account of your health, 
and enjoyment of fome fhare of 
tranquility. 

Adieu, 



ANNE GKIY^ 



LLTTtK 
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LETTER XX. 

LADY LAURANA 

T O 

LADY ANNE GREY. 



I PROMISED you, my dear Lady 
Anne, in the fliort letter which I 
writ you, by the perfon fent to 
conduft me to this convent, a 
longer one very foon, though I 
have not yet received one from you. 

I will proceed to inform you of 
a circumftance, which is a very 

pleafing 
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pleafing one to me; it is, that I 
have found a coufin in the convent 

I am in. Heaven furely dircfted 

me here for confolation! My 

parents loft to me by death, torn 
by a cruel neceffity fron^ that lover, 
and thofe dear, and newJy acquired 
friends^ I poffeffed in the queen 
and yourfelf, my fate feemed pecu- 
liarly cruel during my voyage. 

Your excellent Lady Jane had 
reftored to me the patrimony of 
my parents, fo that I obtained a 
friendly reception from the abbcfs> 
from whom I concealed my real 
names but for fome time, my he^rt 
was ready to break, from the con- 
sideration 
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fideration of the hippinefs I had 
loft, and the lonely, and connfort- 
lefs fituation I was in. — My nnind 
too enlightened, to relifli the dull 
and fuperftitioiis routine of a con- 
vent life J the cold and formal pray- 
ers, fo frequently offered by the 
Hps, whilft the heart is abfent and 
Unaffefted; difgufted by the male- 
volent paflions, and petty competi- 
tions, and all the uninterefting 
events of the nunnery, as well as 
tlfe mean and artful methods which 
they took, to induce me to aflurine 
the veil. 

J moft earneftly wifhed, at times, 
that I had taken a lodging in Eng- 
land, 
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land ; but perfcftly convinced bow 
dangerous, and difagrecable, my uh* 
protc6tcd ftate would have been, 
ntferiy ignorant as I am of the 
world, I was reftrained by this con- 
fideration from returning. 

My mind was in this difgulled 
fituation, when one day, a nun, 
who had always been inclined to 
fliew me every proof of friendfhip, 
and whofe pleafing perfon and man- 
ner attrafted my regard, obfcrving 
a pi6lure on my bracelet, which 
was that of my father, fiiddenly 
became pale as death, trembled, 
and was ready. to faint: I had re- 
marked her attention to the pi£hire, 

and 
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and much alarmed at the emotion 
it was the occaGon of, flew to 
affift her, and when a little re- 
turned to herfelf, at my earneft 
requeft, (he told me that the pic- 
ture I wore, was that of an uncle 
extremely dear to her, but whofe 
feverity had caufed her great and 
heavy afflidlions. 

*' You are the^n my coufin,*' faid 
I, tranfported with delight, " how 
happy am I to find fo near a re- 
lation in a perfon, for whom I felt 
4 peculiar partiality i I fliall now 
find my fituation lefs painful to 
me!— p-How long is it fince I have, 
knawn the fweet pleafure of family 

connexions ! 
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•connexions! Refufe me not yoiff 
love, nny dear coufin, though nty 
Father did treat you feverely; and 
repofe fo much confidence in me, 
as to make me acquainted with my 
family affairs and connexions, to 
which I am an entire ftranger," 

«* Is it ()offible> my dear, that 
yon > are not acquainted with the 
reafon of your father's quitting Flo- 
rence !— But you fliall hear my fad 

and affedting ftory at prefcBt, 

however, you muft excufe it; my 
fpirits are overcome with the fur- 
prize, pain, and joy which I re- 
c-cived at the fight of the pifture, 

and 
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and the certainty that the wearer 
c€ it is my couffn. 

*' Yes, my dear Laurana, you 
do poffefs my fincereft afFeftionj 
my heart was alfb attra(5ted to you 
from the firft moment you entered 
the convent; greatly was I charmed 
with your perfon and manners, and 
affedted at your dejeftion of fpirits. 
—I often* tried to account to my* 
felf, for my irrefiftible prepoffcffion 
in your favor, but could not do 
it; but I how difcern it to be the 
effe6t of natural fympathy, that 
your happinefs interefted me, as 
mucK as if you had been a fifter, 
though you were fo lately a' ftrah- 

VoL. IL C cer 
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ger to mc— May a finn and 
lading friendfhip unite us> and ren- 
der this abode of melancholy gloom 
more pleafing to us both/* 

My coufin, who goes by the 
name of fifter Clara^ is about 
twenty-eight; her perfon a frau- 
nine likenefs of my father^ but a 
much greater fwectnefs difFufed oyer 
her countenance; her complexion is 
clear^ but pale; and her eyes lan- 
guidly beautiful; her whole form 
elegant and interefting^ though wrapt 
up in the drefs of a nun. She has 
worn the veil nearly ten year^, and 
is univerfally beloved by all the 
deferring part of the convent. 

The 
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The next day, Ihe came into my 
room, and told me, that fhe wpnld 
relate to me the events of her life, . 
which. With many interruptions from 
her feelings, ihe did as follows: 

" Your father, my dear Laurana, 
«vas the only furviving one of many 
brothers which mine had, and, at 
txis deccaiie, which I was too young 
'O remember any thing of, he put 
^y fortune and myfelf into his 
^ardianihip, who had not then 

^een long majrried. I was tr«%t[ed 
;>y both your father and ntothcr, 
mth great tendernefs^ had ev^ry 
pTQpcg advantage gf educ^tipn, and 
, C 2 grew 
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grew up exceedingly happy under tKcir 
proteftion. 

When I was about feventeeu, I was 
one evening walking with my go- 
vcrnefs by the water-fide, and waS' 
acceded by fomc felfows in a* boat, 
that was rowing by me, in a very 
licentious manner, though they wore 
the dreft of gentlemen, I was im- 
mediately retiring, when one of thcrt 
jumped out, and was attempting to 
fcize me, and place me in the boat} 
when a gentleman, who had bcea 
fitting on a bench, with a book ift 
his hand, fuddenly flew to my af- 
fiftance, and refcued me in a mor 
ment from the ruffian, by ftriking 

him 
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him down with a ftick which he 
held, and, before' any of the others 
had jjower to go to his affiftance, 
carried me off. 

A fervice fo fignal, gave the 
young man a genteel reception with 
my uncle and aunt, and made no 
fmall irnpreffion on my young heart;, 
which had never before felt -the 
tender paffion. 

He was received as a Avelcenre 
gueft whenever he vifited us, and 
foon found means of informing and 
perfuading me of his violent at- 
tachment, apd obtained the return 
he wilhed iqr^ . yet it was a long 
C J time 
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time, however, before he Would fpcak 
hlmfelf to my uncle, or allow me to 
'mention our mutual affe&ion to my 
aunt. 

He faid, as his family was of 
much higher rank than our's, he 
was certain his father would never 
confent to the alliance, nor in that 
cafe, could I fuppofe, my friends 
would permit him to vifit me ; that, 
therefore, if I did not think to be 
feparated for ever from him, we 
muft be filent, and conceal our con** 
ne£lion. 

After fome time, 1 was fought 
in marriage by a confiderable no- ' 

bleman, 
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Uemaiij whom I refufed; at which 
my uncle was exceedingly enraged, 
and infifted on my recalling my re- 
fufel, and marrying him. He was, 
indeed, in point of perfon, fortune, 
and charafkr, unexceptionable, had 
I not unhappily been pre-engaged^ 
but this alio I refufed to do: (or 
diough I always confidered my unclie 
as another ^ther, I did not think 
bis authority extended fb far, as to 
controul my inclinations, in an affair 
vfhere the happineisof niy life was 
:onccri2ed. 

Fired to an extreme degree at 
his oppofition to his will, he ac- 

'cufed 
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cufed me of cariying on an in» 
trigue with the Count dc R . 

I was fo much irritated at this 
accufation, that, I believe, I faid 
feme provoking things on the fub- 
jeft. I was confcious of his ho- 
nor, and my own virtue, and could 
not fupport the idea of being fuf- 
pedled of ^the contrary, and, per- 
haps, fald n[K)re than I ought« 

My uncle went immediately to 
the Count's father, and acquainted 
him with what he fufpedted of our 
mutual attachment; not that 1 think 
he believed, nor certainly would he 
have- infinuated to him, that our 

con- 
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ironneaion was a difhonorable one; 
but that there was any connedion, 
was enough for the enraged father 
of the Count; whofe pride was ex- 
treme, and who had the moft ambi- 
tious viewjs for his fon. 

He immediately fent for hun into 
his prefence ; accufed him of this 
affair, and told him, that unlefs he 
would confent to give it inftantly 
up, by the fame hour the next 
evening, he would infift on his 
taking the liarbir, and would make 
liis brother bis fole heir. 

The Count was thunder-ftruck at 
this communication, though it was 

what 
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what he had every reafon to ex* 
peft from his father, fhould he 
be informed of his atuchmenti 

He remonftrated all in his power, 
and refpeftfuUy intreated his haughty 
father to fee the objeft of his af- 
feftion, but all in vain j neither the 
rank nor fortune was equal; and 
thofe were the only things worthy 
of eftimation in his eyes. 

He could not fee me that even- 
ing, and, therefore, wrote to intrcat 
my confent to the only thing that 
could poflibly fbften his father in 
my favor, who, he was pei-fuaded, 
•when he knew it was irretrievable, 

would 
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would become reconciled to the al- 
liance: a private marriage was what 
he propofed, biit he forbore to fay 
what his father had threatened him 
with^ 

His ' eloquence was all-prevailing 
with me, though I have, a thoufand 
times fince, condemned my con- 
duft. I met him early the next 
morning, and iat off with him to 
fome diftance from Florence, where 
we could^Jbe privately married. 

By ibme n^ans, or other, oiir 
route was traced, and the enraged 
father of my lover ptarfked us, ac^ 
conspanied by my uncle, and the 

ceremony 
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tjceremony was juft finifhcd, when 
^hcy entered the church in . which 
:we were. 

Claps of thunder, and the ele- 
ments in the •utmoft fury, could 
not have appaled us (6 much as 
this .intrufion. -My lover knew his 

doom. His father forced him from 

me; but I became infenfible, hj 
.violent fainrings, and could nbt be 
removed -for many hours ; fits *ftic- 
ceediog each other withrs violence, 
threatened to tear the agonized foul 
from its feeble tenement. 

At length, I was conduced home, 
and threatened to be put into* a 

•convent, 



^ 
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convent, if I did not conceal this> 
contraft of marriage, which they 
both pretended to Believe was not 
concluded' when they arrived, and« 
confent the next day to liften to the 
gentleman whom my uncle had de* 
fi'gned" for me- 

My fbuf turned' with Horror from* 
this- propofal, and I refufed to quit- 
my apaftmcnt, where I fpent a week 
in an agony,, which language, the molt 
expreflive would fail in defcribing. 

At the end of that time I received 
a letter from my hufband, faying, 
that, after a deal of threatening and 
peffuafion, his father had difinherited 

him. 
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him^ and turned him fronx his houfe^ 
but that he had a fmall eftate, which 
he could not rob him of^ being a 
legacy left him by a friend. That 
this little annuity, with me, would be 
riches to him, if I would condefcend 
to fly with him to Geneva, or fomc 
<:heap place, where we might live on 
it, with frugality, in felicity. 

That he had impowered;^is friend, 
in whofe hands it was, to remit to 
lis the income of it quarterly; that 
for his part, he fhould regret no- 
thing but my being reduced to 
poverty, and denied thofe elegancies 
which I had been accuftomed to. 
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Tnm^pc^ted with joy at this Ict- 
t€r» I inftantly packed up what 
clothes I could, and all my jewels^ 
and fent thetn, in fmall parcels^ by 
my woman, who had been my con- 
fident, and VKLS refolvcd to fliare my 
deftiny, by attending nie in my 
flight. 

We left the houfc in the evening f 
my hufband met us, and we tra- 
velled inceflandy till we tboi^ht 
ourfelves out of dai^r of a fecond 
purfuit, befcx-e we ventured to take 
any reft, or reire&ment» 

We arrived fafely at Geneva, found 
out a beautiful little cottage, near the 
lake, where we fettled, and found 

that 
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that finccrc happineft, which can onlf 
be enjoyed in the married ftate, 
where love and fricndfhrp inter- 
mingle their garlands. The only alloy 
to it, which I'felt, was the confide- 
ration that my hufKand had forfeited 
his father's bleflfing and inheritance/ 
which obliged him to worfe accom- 
modations than his high birth had 
accuftomed him to. 

After fomc time had expired, 
however, I obferved that my huf^ 
band became thoughtful and melan- 
choly. He was frequently fubjeft 
to an abfence of thought in conver- 
fation, and no longer enjoyed his ufual 
amufcmerits. 

My 
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My heart, fond of him to dif- 
trudUqn, took the ahrm, nor would 
I' permit him to reft, till 1 hadob- 
tJ^ine4 the c^iifc of bis uneafinefs, 
which arofe from his having offended 
hk fatbcrj and forfeited his favor 
and bleffing* 

He faid, he did not regard his 
being cut off from bis inheritance, 
but he CQuld not fupport the idea 
of his father's dying, and kaving liim 
with his curfc on his head; and he 
longed to go and throw himfelf at 
his feet, and, if poflible, get this im- 
j>recation recalled, or ptherwife could 
enjoy no peace, though otherwife as 
bkft.as m4a could be. 

Vol. II. D I did 
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I did not oppofe his journey, and 
he left me. O fatal hour when I 
permitted him to do it ! but to fee 

him miferable! him for whom I 

would have gladly facrificed my own 

exiftance! it was not in nature. 

A moft mournful farewell did wc 
take of each other, 

I wanted tq accompany him, but 
' he would not fufFer it, and he went 
attended only by his faithful valet. 

An age* of time I thought had 
pafled before I heard any intelli- 
gence of or fro'Ofi him, and when I 
' did hear from him, it was the happy 
tidings, that his father was reconciled 

to 
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to him, and approved of his choice; 
and that die bearer of this letter was 
tb convey me to Florence. 

You may imagine that my joy 
was without bounds. But I muft 
purfue my hufband*s footfteps for a 
while, and pafs over my own feel- 
ings. 

His journey was a gloomy one, 
full of apprehenfions, though with- 
out fhrinking for a moment from his 
purpofe. 

He arrived at his father's houfe, 
and demanded to fee him. 
He was introduced to a man whofe 
D 2 vindiftivc 
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Yindi£Bve rage, aad oflfcrtded pride, 
w€tt.]^^tGd ijQ^ every feature of his 
face. 

He acsofted t hmi in the humbleit 
manner on his knees, and implored 
him to pardon a fon, who had nerer 
before wilfuU? offimded him; who 
ivas impelled, by a fatal attachmeot, 
to difbbey him, but could enjoy no 
happinel^ nrhile under a father's in- 
tcrcfi^ion* 

Unfoftened by all his praycsfsaoi 
remonftrances, his features rclin- 
quiflied nothing o£ their angry ex- 
preffion, but rather became more in- 
flamed.^ 

He 
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He told him, be had no other al- 
ternative for him now, but to take 
religious orders; and he would be 
confined in the houfe that night, 
and the next day fcnt to the convent. 
That if he complied with this his 
fixed determination, and difcovered 
fuitable penitence, perhaps he might 
one day forgive him. 

He was taken forcibly from his 
father *s prefence, J ike a convict, and 
conduced to his apartment, where, 
the next day, a monk was fent to 
him, and endeavoured to perfuade 
him to make his peace with his fa- 
ther, and content to enter into reli- 
gioui^ orders. 

D J But 
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But all his endeavours to thatef- 
feft being vain, the artful pricft took 
another method to prevail oahim i 

He went to hi<n a few hours after, 
with great appearance of joy and 
friend(hip in bis couotenance, and 
told him, his father would cofp- 
fent to fee his wife; and if he ap- 
proved of her converfation and be- 
haviour, he would be reconciled to 
him and the alliance. 

My hufband, rejoiced almoft to 
diftraftion, and totally off his guard, 
faid, he would fet out immediately 
for Geneva and fetch hen 

"And 
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" And is flic really fo far 
off as Geneva i'\ faid the monk. 
The Count fatisfied him with the 
greateft minutenefs. where flie was, 
and the monk told him, that he 
would haften . and inform his father 
where his wife refided, who would, 
he doubted not, fend for her im- 
mediately. The Count was eagerly 
urging his own departure for that 
purpofe, but the monk was out of 
the room in an inftant. 

He immediately went and com- 
municated to the Count's father, the 
artifice he had ufed, to obtain the 
knowledge of my abode. " And 
now. Seignior," faid he, " you may 

either 
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cither fend for her and confine her^ 
and thus feparate them for everv 
or, you may threaten him with 
whatever you pleafe,; to obtain of 
your fon, hia confent toc become a 
monk. 

The father was- delighted with 
this fchcme, and thought, at all 
events, he ought to fecure me in 
his power, and therefore fent for 
me ; ordering his* foa to write to 
me, and to advife me to enter into- 
a convent for a little while, till 
my uncle alfo could be talked to, 
and. perfuaded tO' be reconciled to- 

Thus> 
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Thvsty yoi> fee my hufband him- 
fclf affiftcd to throw me into their 
fiiares; bur,, incapable himfcif of 
fiich villainy, he little fnfpedcd hh 
father could be guilty of it. 

As to myfelf, my hufband's hand- 
writing left me without any doubt: 
©n my mind. I- fettled my little 
affairs, and fat out with the higheft 
fatisfatStion ; yet> I left my neat little^ 
cottage with regret, where I had-, 
enjoyed fx> much real felicity. 1 
was fafely conduced to the convent,, 
where I hourly waited, with the 
tttmoft impatience, to. fee again my^ 
hufband.. 

The 
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The Duke, fatisfied that he had 
me in fafety, never thought of fee- 
ing me, or concerning himfelf any 
more about me, only to order the 
fuperior, not to admit any vifitors 
to me, but what came from him- 
felf. 

The Duke, and hii3 vile agent, 
then purfued their fcheme, acquaint- 
ing the poor deluded fon, that all 
he had faid, was to get iiis pre- 
tended wife into his power j and 
that now he expedted that he would 
obey him, and determine on a con- 
ventual life, for that he never again 
would fee his miftrefs; and if he 

did 



LADY JANE. GVLtV. 5 1 

did not confcnt^ her ficuation would 
be far from agreeable. 

Irritated by violent contending 
paffionsj fiUqd with all the rage 
that could animate a human breads 
at this injurious treatment; and 
feeling the utmoft contempt for 
that ftate of life, which produced 
fuch a villain as the monk, he 
gave vent to all the indignation it 
infpired him with, in the mod fu- 
rious and unreftrained language; 
then, fnatching up his fword> whick 
he faw at the farther end of the 
room, on a chair, he plunged ic 
through his body, with that haftc 
and violence, that he fell down be- 
fore 
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fore his perfecutors had cuoe .to fif 
and prevent him. 



The monk haftily quitted the 
apartment: the haughty Duke^ as 
if ftruck through i^e heart with 
remorfe, flood immoveably fixed to 
jthe place> till my hufband^ in a 
faint voice, cameftly rcquefted that 
he might be permitted to fee his 
wife before he died. 

Roufcd by this requeft, he bii 
his fervant, who was in the room> 
to go and conduft me to him, and 
alfo to order a iurgeoq immediate- 
ly, who foon canae, but found it 
was too late to do aay thing for 

bis 
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his recovery, the wdwd being un- 
xlcHibtcdly mortal* 

Ovenyhefmed with horror and 
diftrcfs, 1 received tbia dreadful in* 
telligence, at the very moment when 
I expefted to lee my dear huA^and 
enter, foil of tranfport and felicity : 
but the fight of the man> dear to me 
as my life^ wekering in his bloody 
ft ruck by his own rafli hand, and 
about to quit me for ever, was a 
£gbt K)Q dreadful to fupport, and 
the pecolle<5lion afiedU me coo much 
to calaarge on it* 

He died the next day, penitent, 
^/id full of nnfiotk for his precipi- 
tation. 

The 
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The unhappy father bitterly re- 
pented of his cruelty. He fcnt for 
my uncle, and offered to fettle what- 
ever he thought proper on me, and 
to confider me as his daughter^ 

But I refolutely refufed his 
offered bounty, and perfifted ifl 
taking the veil, and ending my days, 
which I hoped would not be loog> 
in this convent* 

My uncle deeply felt this melan- 
choly fcene, and regretted, with ex- 
treme forrow and felf-condemnation, 
the part he had in its promotion, 
by obliging me to quit his houfc, 
to avoid a hatred alliance. 

He 
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He entreated me to return to his 
houfe with him, and promifed, I 
believe with great fincerity, that he 
would contribute every thing in his 
power to reftore my Ipirits, and render 
me happy. 

I told him^ there was nd happi- 
nefi for me on earth, and a life of 
religious retirement was the only 
itate which fuited, and would, in any 
refpedt, footh my grief. 

I foon after returned to my con- 
vent, and, at the end of my noviciate, 
took the veil, in the prcfcnce of my 
relations* 

My 
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My uncle regretting fo much, cm 
to the laft, my refolutioa> that he wai 
difgufted with Florence, and went 
to refide in England j to which he 
was ftill farther induced, by the hor- 
rid fituation of my huflband's father, 
whofe diflradion of mind was of the 
moft dreadful nature, uttering ven- 
geance from Heaven on himfelfand 
the menk, whom be never afar would 
fuflPer in his fight. 

My hufband was bis favorite fon, 
and he had alwayi treated him with 
great affection i but his pride of 
birth, his fon*s oppofition fo his 
will, and to the fchemcs he had been 
for many years planning to aggran- 
dize 
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^ize him, all cruflied at once, by his 
marriage with me, Co overcame pa- 
rental tendernefs, and wounded his 
liaughty Ipirit, that he felt no con- 
cern for his happinefs, and fought 
nothing but to hide him in the ob- 
fcurity of a convent, that he might 
transfer all his lofty fchemes to his 
iDrother^ 

But the fatal end of his unhappy 
fdn diflipated his ambitious views, 
mortified his pride, and awoke his 
foul to all a father's tendernefs ; and 
the remorfe confequjent to his cruelty 
to a fon fo amiable, fhook his rea- 
fon, and deftroyed his intellects, for 
he never again recovered them, but 
Vol. II. E death. 
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death, a few years after, diffolvcd 
his worn-out frame, and his freed 
foul entered into the prcfcnce of his 
Maker. 

It was a long time before I re- 
covered my tranquility, or could 
raifc my wifhes and views beyond 
this frail mortality, though I had 
nothing to attraft me to it, nothing 
to engage my afFeftions. The pad, 
not the future, poflefled my thoughts, 
tied irc down to vain regret and dif- 
contcntj and, alas, how far is this 
from that difpofition 'which conftitutcs 
a real devotee. 

1 have 
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I have, however, for fome years 
paft, been tolerably compofed; but 
fliall I own, myLaurana, that the fight 
of you, and the pi6lurc of my uncle, 
has brought to my too lively recol- 
Jedion the pad events of my life, 
and renewed my fad regrets. Nor 
has this relation of them to you 
tended, in a fmall degree, to this 
end. 

' .Ah ! would Heaven be pleafed to 
conclude my tirefome warfare, and 
place me above the reach of reft- 
Icfs difcontcnt and ufelefs regret?. 

You have the world before you— 

you are again to put out to fea, and 

E 2 ftrugglc 
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ftruggle with the billows of lifc 
Ought I noc to rejoice, that I tm in 
a kcurt haven, and have only the 
acquifitipn of patience and refigna- 
tion to attain for a little, a very 

little time, when I (hall only have 
the narrow gulph of death to crofs, 
and then be happy for ever. 



My coufin finiflied her ftory with 
tears, which had frequently inter- 
rupted her in her narration, and mine 
flowed plentifully in fympathy with 
her. You will not, I am certain, 
refufe her your compaffion and 
cftccm. 

Imuft 
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I ipuft now cloCe tlu3 long letter ; 
m^y I foon receiye your*s. I am 
aaxiou$ to hear what 19 become c^ 
the Earl of Devonihirie» as I have 
not yet heard frooi binru Adieiu 
May all happinefs attend my dear 
Lady Anne and her friends. 

L.AUR ANA DE M— . 

p. S. I have received your's, and 

the Earrs letters- am fhocked and 

grieved at their contents. The de- 
poficion of Lady Jane, the death 
of the Duke of Northumberland, 
and the danger of all your friends 
concerned in her party.— —O, what 
Ihall I fay to confole you? Let us 
hope that Heaven will not permit 
E 3 fuch 
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fuch virtue as Lady Jane's to fuffcrj 
and yet is virtue an exemption from 

fuffering on earth ? ^.Alas, no. 

How many fatal proofs have I had 
of that ? I cannot deny that I trem- 
ble alfo for my Courtney. Impa- 
tiently ihall I wait for your letters. 
Do hot fail to write me by every 
poffible conveyance. Farewell. 



JL K TT 2 R 
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LETTER XXI. 



LADY ANNE 



T O 



LADY LAURANA. 



I AM exceedingly glad, my dear 
friend, that you have mine and the 
Earl's letters, both, as the 'proofs 
of his conftancy have given relief to 
the anxieties of your mind, in fome 
degree, and becaufe we were very 
fearful that they had been inter- 
cepted 
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cepted by the QjJ^en, whofe jealoufjr 
caufcs. her to fet fpies oa all his 

adions. 

Her hatred ta the Lady Eliza* 
beth increafes daily, and the friends^ 
of that Princcfs are apprehenfivc 
that her life is in danger. She has 
caufed overtures of niarriage to be 
made to Devonlhire, who has re- 
jefted them in a manner, as little 
ofFenfive to the Queen's pride and 
love as poflible;. yet flie is highly 
enraged with him, though her pride 
will not fuffcr her to dilcover her 
difappointment publicly; and, I 
think, the Earl had bed quit the 
kbgdom as foon as poflible. 

He 
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He kas recovered hU healthy txH 
look of dejeftion hangs over hi^ 
^loocniog countenance, which he 
akes evident paias to conceal. He 
s become particularly expert in alt 
he manly exercifes of youth, and 
i^eriences a ftill greater degree of 
)Ieafure in theiB>:,from hia having 
)eea fo^ many years deprived of 
hem. Yet thofe years of confine- 
nent was not lofs time to him, but 
7ere ^ligently applied to the cul- 
ivation of his mLnd> of his pa-^ 
ience, fortitude,- habits of reflec- 
ion, and philofqpby, and convincecS 
\m of the vanity of gfeatnefa and 
imbitioni though of a faith con- 
rary to my own,. I have the cha- 
rity 
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rity to believe him beloved by hea- 
ven; and as for him, he has too 
much liberality p( mind to be a 
bigot, and defpifes fincerely Mary's 
ignorance and blind zeal. 

I think, that to abjure a reli- 
gion, let it be what it will, in 
which your confcience ftill acqui- 
cfces, is a meannefs that I Ihould 
fcorn myfelf, or any of my friends 
for doing; but, if thofe friends 
thought me in error, and perfuaded 
me to hear arguments on the other 
fide, I would not fhut my ears to 
conviftion, but ufe every method, 
by the reafon which God hath given 
me, to difcern the truth. 

I would 
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I would not have the Scriptures 
of truth concealed from me in a 
language I did not underftand, but 
with them in my hand, I would 
pray for enlightened grace to un- 
derftand them aright. Thus, it is 
my opinion^ we fhall either be pre- 
ferred from cr;-or, or (provided our 
lives are virtuous) our errors will 
be harnikfs. 

But not fb the Queen ; fhe has 
refufed to hear any arguments in 
favor of the reformation; (lie ha^ 
aboliflied the laws of Edward, and 
reftored the Romifli religion, which 
laft, as, a Catholick, you will be 
pleafcd atj biit when 1 tell you> 

that 
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that flic has began a cruel pcrfe- 
cution, and that many biihopt, and 
even many of our fex^ have icakd 
their teftimony to the belief of die 
Proteilant faith with tbeir blood! 
will not your gende nature revok 
at the horrid id?a? Will prejudicesi 
imbibed in infaocy^ f» totally warp 
the natural fenlibility of your tem^ 
per» as to occalion no feelings of 
deteftation for a perfccuting fpiri^ 
and pity for the noble fufierers? 

Ah! my friend> you have under- 
gone an irklome captivity for your 
own faithi and from Proteftants too. 
How injurious to any caufe> perle- 
cution wherever found. How con* 

trary 
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trary to the genius of true religion, 
——Can that be truth, which fear 
€X$£t% from the profeffing lip? Can 
perlecution work convidion in the 
heart ? Or frail men imagine they 
cnn perform the work of God ? 

I am very glad you have found 
a near, relation, and amiable friend, 
in your folitude, my dear Laurana. 
Her ftory is, indeed, a melancholy 
one :^— may fhe find every confo- 
larion that is in the power of reli- 
gion to give her. 

Lord Guildford is more recon* 
ciled to his father's fate; and ^11 
roy dear friends begin again ib far 

to 
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to recover their ufual tranquility, 
as to reaflfume their ufual employ- 
ments and lludies; as the Queen 
has releafed. them^ and permitted 
them to return to their habitation 
in town : but the inftability of the 
times, and the gloomy profpefts 
which we have before us, have led 
us rather to fix on thofe lludies, 
which will invigorate our minds 
with . fortitude and true philofophy, 
to encounter whatever trials may be 
appointed us. 

From the life and fuffcrings of 
the divine founder of our faith, and 
his faithful martyrs, and the noble 
leflbns imparted to us by them, in 

that 
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that treafury of divine knowledge 
witheld from you by mercenary 
priefts; by thefe we have the moft 
cffedlual inftrudkions in fortitude: 
greatly do I fear, that we (hall 
need all the aids they can give us. 
— - — Alas! Mary, whofe refentments 
are implacablcj has not fpared my 
young friends, I fear, but from po- 
litical reafons. 

Forgive me, my friend, the me- 
lancholy letters I write you : how 
pleafing and delightful would be 
the prefent fcene before me, might 
1 hope, their happinels would con- 
tinue. 

Beloved 
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Beloved and afFeftionafc parents, 
in the Duke and Duchcft of Suf- 
folk. A married pair, infpired with 
all the tender afliduity and ardour 
of lovers, in Lord Guildford and 
Lady Jane: while your friend lofes 
almoft the thoughts of her own 
concerns, in contemplating their fe- 
licFty and dreading a reverfc. They 
have, however, an allay to their 
comfort, in the illnefs of Lady Ca- 
therine, who is ftill at S , as 

her weaknefs will not permit her 
to tratcl. 

I have not yet quieted them, but 
my father wifhes for fome fhare of 
my company, and I cannot be fo 

loft 
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loft to the duty and afFeftion I owe 
him, as. not to attend him. 

I am, with fincere regard, dear 
Lady Laurana, 

Your 

Anne Grey, 



Vol. II. F letter 
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LETTER XXH. 



FROM LADY A. GREY 

T O 
LADY L A U R A N A. 

Again is this unhappy king- 
dom torn to pieces by a civil wan 

The Queen is about to form a 

Spanifli alliance: the people are in- 
cenfcd at it, as Don Philip is a 
foreigner and a Catholick, and have 
been Induced to take up arms : in many 

different 
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different counties are they Ihedding 
each other's blood with the utmoft 
violence. — How prophetic my fears, 
that we fhould not long enjoy the 
peaceful domeftic pleafurcs which I 
defcribed to you in my laft letter. 

The Duke of Suffolk has quitted 
us for fome days pad: we have a 
thoufand apprehenfions, left he fliould 
be perfuaded to join the infurgents. 
The Duchefs has fent meffengers 
every where, but cannot hear any 
tidings of him, where he ufually 
reforted. 

Both Lady Jane, and her Lord, ■ 
moft fincerely wifh their father to 
F 2 forbear 
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forbear all purfuics of ambiUMi b|F 
which his family have fuflfered fo 
much: he is not formed for thcoi; 
in domeftic life he is truly amiable j 
there he fbincs in every charaftcr; 
but he has never yet done fo in a 
public one. We all, with the greatcft 
impatience, wait the return of the 
meflcngers. 

Since I wrote the above, the Earl 
of Dcvonfliire has been here, and 
has confirmed our fears; informing 
us, that the Duke has indeed been 
prevailed on to join the male-con- 
tents. As foon as he heard of it, 
he flew to acquaint us with it, and 
prepare us for what ipight be the 

event. 
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event. I cannot dcfcribe to you the 
grief of this family, and our fuf- 
pence is- almoft intolerable. 

Lord Guildford is very defirous 
of joining his father-in-law, but we 
ail, with the gr-eateft earneftncft» in^ 
treat he will not. My father and 
uncle are with him, I find, which 
dlftrads me with a. thoufand fears 
for their fafety. 

I win not conclude this letter, 
till I have further information j God- 
grant it may be fortunate. Adieu. 



F J €ONTI- 
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Ah, my friend ! new fccnes of 
horror are preparing for us. My 
filence has been a loi?g one, and 
the viciflitudes numerous, which have 
filled up the time fince I began this 
letter. The confequent alarm, and 
anxious, fufpence in which it has 
kept my mind, would not permit 
me to finifh it. 

The Duke of Norfolk is taken, 
in endeavouring to raife the people 
of Warwick and Leicefter, where 
his intercft lay. He was purfued 
at the head of three hundred horfe, 
obliged to difperfe his followers, 

and 
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and fly to conceal himfelf ; bur. his 
concealment was foon difcovered, 
and he was carried prifoner to Lon- 
don. 

As the Duke was encouraged to 
join the rebels by their promifes to 
reftore Lady Jane, if they fucceeded, 
to the throne,, you may imagine that 
the Queen's refentment is highly ir- 
ritated ^gainft him and his family. 
The other male- contents are alio 
fubdued -, and Sir Thomas Wiat, the 
principal inftigator oF the rebellion, 
is condemned and executed. Four 
hundred perfons are faid to have 
fufFered in this infurreftion, and as 
many more were pardoned by the 

Qrieen, 
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Queen, to whom they were con- 
duced with ropes about their necks. 

I have no hope remaining, dmt 
cither the Duke of Suffolk, or "his 
children, will be Ipared; and this 
afflidted, though innotent family, ar£ 
. now wiaiting, with painful fulpcnce, 
the fate of their hufband and fa- 
ther, and their own. 1 alfo dread 

left my father fhould fhare the 
fame unhappy fate. 1 flew to en- 
quire for him, but found he was 
not yet taken. — O, that be may 
efcape 1 

And now, my dear Lady Lau- 
rana, prepare your heart; you have 

need 
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need alfo of fortitude, if you love 
the Earl of Dcvonfliire: the vindic- 
tive Qwen has again fent him into 
coofinememt, though perfeftly inno- 
cent of the crime with which he is 
charged. 

On the examination of Wiat, he 
had accufed the Lady Elizabeth, 
and the Earl of Devonfhire, as ac- 
complices 5 but on the fcaffold, ac- 
quitted them, before the people, of 
having any fhare in bis rebellion. 
However, on his firft accufation of 
them, Mary immediately had her 
fitter arretted, under a ftrong guard, 
and fent to die Tower 3 here, how-* 
ever^ fhe did not ttay long; the 

dying 
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dying declaration of Wiat, obliged 
the Queen to releafe her: but flic 
foon: after found a pretence to im- 
prifon her again, and fent her to 
Woodftock; and alfa confined the 
Earl, though ^equally innocent, in 

Fotheringay Caftle. What havock 

docs hunian paflion caufe in the 
Vi^orld, unguided by wifdom and 
virtue ! 

I will write to you again, if I 
am able to do fo, when the cup 

of fate is filled. 1 cannot aflford 

you any confolation at prefent, my 
friend i horrible images of death 
prefent themfelves continually before 
my eyes. 

How 
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How earneftly do I pray for the 

fortitude of Lady Jane. How dp 

I admire her noble fteady mind, 
riling with a divine radiance, above 
the thick cloud of fate which hovers 

around her. When will it break I 

When will the thunder burft from 
it, which thus oppreffes us with its 
intolerable weight ! O God ! pre- 
pare us for the event! 

ANNE GREY. 



LETTER 
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L E T T B R XXIIIw 



TO AND FROM THE SAME. 



O MY Laurana ! the hour of fate 
approaches : the Qneen has fent to 
demand her prifoncrs, under a ftrong 



guard. 



When the Conftablc of the Tower 
was introduced to Lady Jane, and 
declared his commiflion, fhe re- 
ceived it with a imiling and pla- 
cid 
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cid countenance, profefled her rea- 
dinefs to obey the Queen, and 
be conveyed wherever her majefty 
thought proper i Ihe only aflced an 
hour to^ prepare htrfdfy which was 
complied with. 



When we were alone in her 
^artnnent, flic committed to my 
charge all her private letters, and 
copies of her own to me; and 
otl>er papers, which (he had not 
time to deftroy, and did not chufe 
to have feized and expofed. I then 
intrcated her to permit me to at- 
tend and remain with her ia the 
, Tower, but not all my perfuafions 
could prevail on her to fufFer it; 

" Stay 
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•' Stay and confolc my dear mo- 
ther," (he faid, *' you will both be 
allowed to vifit me again; till then, 
my dear Lady Anne, adieu. Pray 
for your unfortunate Jane/' 

I faw tliem depart, with the mod 
heart-fdt agony of grief, mixed with 
admiration; but my thoughts were 
called away from my own forrows 
to thofe of the Dirchefe, who was 
diftradlcd with her grief for many 
Jvoursj I thought (he would never 
recover her fenfes. — Alasl how little 
confolation can I afford her, who 
am myfelf inconfolable ! 

Sleep 
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Sleq) having, however, compofcd 
the mind of this unfortunate mo- 
ther y we went the next day to vifit 
our excellent young friends, and 
their mifguidcd father; who was 
filled with the moft fevcre remorfc 
for his late conduft, which had in- 
volved thofe mofl: dear to him in 
his punifliment. 

To defer ibe the afFefting inter- 
view is impoffible; nor that noble 
fortitude difplayed in the charming 
I^dy Jane; which does not confifl: 
in a ftoical apathy of mind, but, 
though poffcffed of all the feminine 
delicacy and fenfibility of her fex, 
towards her parents, hufband, and 

friends. 
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friends, a fleady faith, and hope b 
Heaven, fupports. her foul, and en- 
vies her tx) view imprifonmcnt, and 
even the profpedk of death,, in her 
own perfon, without terror;, and to 
poflefs compofure enough to con- 
fole, exhort, and aninnate hep friends 
to follow her example, and confirm 
themfelves in her principles^ 

The Duchefe and inyfelf were 
•not permitted to continue in the 
Tower, but have liberty to yifit 
them every day; which we owe to 
the compaffion of the ConftaWe of 
the Tower, who feems quite ftruck 
and awed by her appearance and 
behaviour. 

O, my 



K 



O, i»jr ffif 0^ ! yop JqiQV f^i» 
>cft pf if^flmcqt yo\f have fecfli 
ler when eleyatfd |o tfa/: ^i^he^ 
•ankj you then admired her humi- 
lity and affability: how would you 
low admire her noble and unaf- 
Fefted piety ! her indifference to 
life! her tendern^fs to her friends! 
and that fw^et confolation. which 
(he affords to Jier popr father, bent 
down bjeneat^ his grief and regret? ! 

, 3U>rd fiuildfard feen^ to have 
quite forgot all thought or faliaude 
about himfclf, and his own approach- 
ing iktC', Ml his anxieties, all his 
attentions, all his grief, is on the 
account of his ajmoft adored wife ; 
¥Q%.ih G he 
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hfc Teerrls fdmetimes dmdft diftraftcd 
with * the idea cff her misfortunes, 
and probably, untimely end. 



Ah! how cruel muft the Queen 
difcover herfelf, if flie . can ever 
fign the mandate for their death! 

But cruel and inhuman fhe has 

difcoyered herfelf, and I cannot de- 
ceive myfelf with the hope, that flie 
will forgive them: the thought 
fickens my foul with horror.—— 
Alas ! perhaps before I write to you 
again, they may be no more ! - 

AnneGrev. 



LETTER 



LADr JANE GILEY, ^t^ 



LETTER XXIV. 



TO AND FROM THE SAME. 



1 AM juft returned from the Tower, 
and find my friends have re«. 
ceived a meffage from the Queen, * 
intimaiing, th^t if they will re- 
nounce the Proteftant religion, and 
embrace the Romifh faith, (he will 
grant them a full pardon. This, 
without the leaft hefitation, they 
abfoluteiy refufed to comply with. 
G 2 They 
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They faid, that they were ready 
to fufFer death whenever it was the 
Queer's pkdfurc to inflift itj as it 
was only an entrance into a hap- 
pier life, and \yould put them into 
poffeflion of the martyr's crown.; 
but that they would never receive 
their pardon on a condition fo un- 
worthy and bafe, as that of giving 
up the purity of their principles to 
obtain it. 

The Queen again fent priefts, to 
endeavour to convert them, being 
unwilling, Ihe faid, that two young 
people fo amiable fiiould be loft to 
ftlvatioA by their obftinacy; but I 
think it is more probable, that ihe 

wanted 



wanted to render kcrfclf pofiulw, by 
an apparent i Icnky ; but her pious 
labours were all in v^in: no tern* 
poral bopes^ or fears^ can ikake ithc 
fieady fouJs of Lord Guildford and 
Lady Jane^ Nor can 1 wifla ihem 
to comply, Jieant-rendi^g as it is^ 
to lofe and furvive it^cjm: I mayt, 
indeed, (hare the fangie f^e: wc 
know not bow ^ far ^ li^rious ztgi 
will carry> the bigott^d Mary. 

God grant I may not render my- 
felf unworthy of fuch noble friends, 
by a mean renunciaticm of the true 
religion.-*^— ^How many bright ex* 
amples 2(re at prefent, dmoft daily 
G 3 difplaycd. 



94' i-ADY jA^re gkzy. 

difplayed, of patient ^conftanicy, in 
fuflFering for the truth. 

Mary's cruelties have fcarcely a 
parallel ; and the pleafure with which 
fhe even gluts her own eyes, with 
the fight of thofe noble martyrs 
fufFerings, betrays the natural bar- 
barity of her difpofition. Surely, 

for the fcourge of this kingdom, 
was fuch a mind placed in a fe- 
male form; and that female def- 
tined by Providence to be Queen of 
England. 

Mary has granted but three days 
reprieve to my dear young friends; 
who have defended their Religious 

tcijcts 
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tcitets by ajl the ufual arguments:; 
.but they were all thrown away, om 
blind and unfeeling zealots; an4 
mercenary priefts. , 

r*ad^ Jane has had the equani- 
mity of mind to fit down and write 
to Lady Catherine, who is ftifl ill, 
a letter in Greek, in whrch (he ex- 
horted her to maintain, in every 
fortune, the like fteady perfeve- 
rancej fending her with it, a copy 
of the Scriptures in that tongue. ^ . 

I was commiflioned to convey to 
her this letter; but I cannot ex^ 
prefs how fenfibly and deeply it 

afFeaed 
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affefted rtie^ While wHting t* hlf, 
to rtdte: that flib will fe6 hfer lib 
inore ! th^t> in three daybi we Akll 
lofe for ever, in this wdfld^ Ihtt 
amiable pair, by a violent and un- 
timely death! that thofe beautiful 
perfbns, fo beloved and admired 
by all who know them, are def- 
tined to be deftroyed! blaftcd in 
their full bloom! 

How awful are thie difpenlatibns 
of Providence! — ■ — Ho# fliall I fup^ 
port the dreaded hour of fepara- 
tion! How fubmit, as I ought, to 
lofe the friend of my youth ! dear 
to tne as another felf ^ beloved and 

cheriihed 
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cherilhed beyond any thing on 
earth ! Cruel doom ! Fatal am- 
bition ! — — How dearly purchafed 
are thy honors ? ■ I can write no 
more! 



LETTER 



,gj8 LADY JANE GR£Y. 



LETTER XXV. 



LADY JANE GREY 
T O 

LADY CATHERINE GREY. 



The laft awful fcene, my ever dear 
Catherine approaches ! — Pray for the 
condancy of your fifte-r; pray that 
fhe may never lofe fight of the 
glorious crown awaiting her in the 
prefcnce of her Redeemer ! 
That fhe may not be induced by 

weakaefs 
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weaknefs or fear, in the laft trying 
momcnXj to accept of the Queen's 
offers of pardon, at the price of her 
immortai hopes. 

What is this life, fo full of woe 
and viciflitude, that we fhould pur- 
chafe it, or any of its enjoyments, 
by aught that is bafe and un- 
worthy ? • • ; 

Adhere, my Catherine, to the prac- 
tice of virtue, and may thy fifter 
be enabled, by her example, to ani- 
mate thee to perfevere fteadily in thy. 
holy faith, to the lateft moment of 
thy exiftcrice. 

May 
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May the prefcnt I fend thte, m i 
fliU more forcible manner^ excite Ay 
foul to conftancy m that divine reli- 
gion, in defence of which fi> many 
faints and martyrs, have refigncd their 
lives. 

You will trace in many places of 
this.facred book^ the well-known 
writing of your Jane. May the re- 
marks which flie has at different 
times noted in it, be of ufe to you, 
to ftrcngthen your faith and hope; 
and when your fifter is laid low and 
filent in the dufl-, may (he yet aflift 
and guide you by her precepts* 

I have 
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I have been fummoning up all my 
fortitxide, to fupport the much dreaded 
ieparation from friends fo dear to 
me! afFefttonate parents 1 an amia« 
We and beloved hufbazid, whole 
grief and tenderneft rnelts my very 
fouH and a fifter and coufia, dear 
to my heart! 

' My fcilher^s grief and f emorfe alfb 
penetrates my foul moft fenfibiy. 
I iave been endeavouring to reafon 
with them. I have ufed that beft of 
all arguments, fully convincing and 
lacwfyiag to myfclf, that we ar.e fc- 
paratiftg bm fpr a nrKicDOBt^ to re^* 
uftite eternaHy in a &At£ where iill h 
light afld JKbcrty, aod love; and^ 

where 
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where our happihefs will never have 
an end I 



Let this, my fweet Catherine, the" 
your confolation alio, and le; Jt ex-i 
cite your warmeft endeavours to be- 
come poffcjQTor of fo glorious a 
prize. 

Take care of your -amending 
health, left a relapfe be the confe- 
quence of too fevere a forrow fcr 
your Jane. 

if my friends wifli me to undergo 
the approaching doom, in a manner 
that will not difgrace them, let them 
not difcompofc the Aeadinefs of my 

mind, 
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mind, by violence of grief— for 
the pangs of parting will be the 
greateft I fhall feci. 

Farewell, my dearefl: fiftcr, re- 
member /ia your prayers, and forgive 
the errors of your 

J A N £• 



LET- 
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LETTER ^%yU 



LABY AITN^ G|l£Y 

T O 
LADY LAURANA. 



Alas, my Laurana ! — - The 
awful fccne is paft! the curtain is 
drawn! the tragedy is concluded! 
and yet I live! yet wear a mifer- 
ablc exiftence, that affords no hope 
of happinefs! — But do you expeft 
that I can give you any account 

of 
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of the horrid wreck of all that was 
deareft to rne on earth ?-f-T-For a 
fortnight- paft, the violence of my 
agitation has confined me to my 
bed in a fever; my life, for fome 
dgys, w^s defpajrcd of* 

Merciful Heaven ! Why did not 
my heart burft, when I law that 
white* neck meekly laid on the 
block, lik« a lamb under the mur- 

deroys knife I But I faw no 

more ; I was, in pity, deprived of 
my fcnfe$ at that heart-rending 
fi^t.p--*-If you will pardon me, I 
will tranfmit to you the relation of 
that fcyrowful fcene^ writ and au- 
thenticated by a gentleman ; which 

Vou IL H will. 
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Will, I am certain^ draw tears of 
forrpwful ftrnfibility from your gentle 
foul, though a Catholic. 

The Duke of Norfolk, and my 
uncle. Lord Thomas Grey, have alfo 
fufFered. — My father has not yet 
appeared i God grant he may be in 

fafcty. 

Lady Catherine came to town, 
on receiving my laft letter to her, 
in the hope of feeing her excellent 
lifter once morej but Ihc came too 
late. — The poor mother and fitter 
are inconfolable ; the latter ftill ill. 
I have not yet feen them: I can- 
not 
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not fee them : nor can I, at pre- 
fent, write any more.— Farewell, 

Anne Grey. 



Here follows the gentleman's account. 

"ON the day of Lady. Jane's 
execution, her hufband defired to 
fee her, but (he refufcd her con- 
fent, and informed him, that the 
tendernefs of their parting would 
overcome the fortitude of both ; 
and too much unbend their minds 
from that conftancy, which their 
approaching end required of them. 
Their feparation, flie faid, would 
be only for a moment j and they 
H z would 
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would foon rejoin each other in a 
fceoe^ Where their afFedions, would 
be for ever reunited; and where 
deathj difappointment^ and misfor« 
tunes, » could no longer have accefs 
to them, to difturb their vernal 
felicity. 

" It had been intended to exe- 
cute Lady Jane and Lord Guild- 
ford together, on the fame fcafFold, 
at Tower-Hill J but the council, 
dreading the compaffion of the peo- 
ple, for their youth, beauty, inno- 
cence, and noble birth, changed 
their orders, a;id gave direftions 
that fhe fhould be beheaded within 
the verge of the Tower. 

« She 
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•' She few her hufband led to 
execution; and having given him, 
frooi the wifidow, fame, token of 
her remembrance, fhc \^'aiced, ^ith 
compofure, till her own appointed 
hour fliould bring, her to the ]ike 
fate. Sh^ even faw his headlefe 
body carried back, and found her- 
fcif more confifmcd by the reports 
Sht heard of the conftancy of bis 
end, thain fhaken by ib tender and 
mekuicboly a fpeflacle. 

Sir John Gage, the coriftabfe of 
the Tower, when he led her to exe- 
cution, defined her to bcftow on 
hifd fome fmall pftCcnt^ which he 
zmght keep as a perpetual memo- 
H 3 rial 
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rial of her. She gave him her 
table-book J on which fhe had juft 
written three fentehces, on: feeiog 
her hulband's dead body; one in 
Greek, another in Latin,- and; a 
third in EngHfli. The. purport of 
them was, that human juftice was 
againft his body, but that divine 
mercy would be favorable to his 
fouK That if her fault dcferVcd 
punifliment, her youth, at leaft, and 
her inexperience, were worthy of 
excufej and that God, and pofte- 
rity, fhe truftcd, would fhew her 
favor. 

^^ On the fcafFold, fhe made a 
fpeech to the by-ftandensi in which 

the 
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the mildnefs of her difpofition, led 
her to take the blame wholly on 
berfelfj without uttering one com- 
. plaint on the fcverity with which 
fhc had been treated* 

She faid, her offence was not 
her having laid her hand on the 
crown, but the not' rejefting it 
with fufficient conftancy; that Ihe 
had lefs erred through ambition, 
than through reverence for her pa* 
rents, whpm fhe • had been taught 
to rcfpeft and obey; that fhe wil- 
lingly received death; as the only 
fatisfadfion fhe could make to the 
injured flatej and though her in- 

fringenr.cnt 
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fru^jCitietx of tbo kWs had been 
conftrained^ (he would fteMr, by her 
Toluntaty iubmifikm to thetr feil- 
ten€e> that ibe was defirow to 
atane for that difobedkncc into 
whkh too much filial pity had be- 
trayed her; tbgt ftib had juftly de- 
ferved thia punilhment^ for being 
made the inftrumenrt^ .^ough the 
vnwilling in(lruinent> of the ambi- 
tion of ochersj that the ftory of 
her life> fhe hoped^ might at leaft 
be ufefulj by proving^ that inno- 
cence excufes not great errors^ if 
they tend any-wife tp the deftruc- 
tioa of die comaion-wealth^ 



4C 



After 
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*' After uttermg thcfc words, fhe 
caufed Wrfelf to be difrobed by 
her women, and with a fteady, and 
ferenc countenance, fabmitted her- 
fclf to the executioner/^ 



IBTTER 
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LETTER XX¥II. 



LADY ANNE GRE7 
T ,0 ' 

LADY LAURANA. 



JVlY foul, almofl: annihilated wii 
me, feems convinced that nothin 
life can ever again excite either 
mated hopes or fears, or enj 
thofs paffions which fan the fl 
of human life, and contribute t 
exiftence. 
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Dead, like the fcafon of the year, 
are my hopes! the fummcr, indeed, 
will return — the ftormy winds fub- 
fide— -the trees renew their ver- 
dure, though defaced by the wintry 

froft. But when will my lovely 

Jane revive ?—— When will thofe 
fair frames, now mouldering in the- 
cold grave,* fpring up a-new, and 
re-appear to gladden and de- 
light me ?i — When fhall I again 
behold them, hand in hand, with ani- 
mated and ftriking countenances, en- 
ter my apartment, and fummon me 
to forr.e rural walk, or pleafing amufe- 
ment ? while I contemplate their 
mutual afFeftion with exquifite de- 
light. 
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lights and, fharing the friendlhip of 
each partake of their felicity ! 

Alas, it is all over ! — an horri- 
ble chafm intervenes! — The dull 
gloom of unavailing forrow fucceeds, 
and poflefs my whole foull — No 
comfort can I afford the poor deferted 

wife and mother 1 dread to fee 

chem^ and would willingly (hut my* 
fclf here in my apartncient^ never 
more to leave it. 

The light of the fiin is even 
kateful to me, though its radiance 
is enfeebled by the clouds of winter, 
and every thing the world call 
great and beautiful, is, in my opi* 
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infipid, foolifh, or vain !— - 

,3 and • Queens arc either pa- 

its of a day, almoft equally vain 

I the gaudy inre<St which fports in 

lummcr fervent ray, and then 

nifhes into duft; or tyrants that 

iflave and dcftroy their country. 

>en^ books and ftudy, what are they 

/ithout a friend and companion, with 

Arhom to fliare their pleafures ? 

Alas, juft fuch a one I once had ! 

but flvs is no more, (he is» gone for 

ever ! — ftie lies low in the ground^ 

and the duft covers her ! 



€0tf** 
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CONTINUATION. 

I have been conveyed to Lord 
Herbert's, where the Duchefs now is. 
I cannot defcribe our interview. 
All our paft aching feelings are re- 
newedj and Lady Catherine is too 
ill to fijpport the conflifts of her tenr 
der and gentle foul ; I fear ihe will 
not long remain on earth. 

To heighten the pifturc of woe, 
the Queen is not yet fatiated with 
blood. 

She has filled the Tower, and 
all the prifons, with Nobility and 
Gentry, whom their intereft with 
the nation, rather than any appear- 
ance 
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ance of guilt, had xnadc the objcfts 
of her fulpicions. 

Among the reft, the Duchefs of 

Suffolk and her daughter, and |^rd 

Herbert, arc ordered to prepare for 

,» refidence in the Tower, dufuig 

her M^jefty^s pleaiurc. 

They are to be conveyed there 
to-morrow, ivhich fliort interval it 
was with difficulty they obtained, 
to prepare for a ' manfibn, whence 
they may never again depart, but 
to be conveyed to a much fmaUer 
otte in the grave ! 

You 
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You may imagine their horror 
and grief, to be fcnt to the Tcry 
place^ which has fo recently been 
the feene of execution to ^koda fo 
ikar to di^m i 

My forrowi I • Bdicve, eqtirflcd 
theirsi it was fuch « left me litde 
ability of confbling them« 

I promifed to Cce them frequently, 
if permitted<>-»<^paiiiful as it would be 
to enter again that place of blood; 
and I remained with them aa long 
as -I poffibly could^— -fincis to mn^ 
verfe, even in all the agony of grirfj 
with a Iharer in that grief, is a re- 
lief to the wounded heart, and we 

feparated 
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feparated more refigned than wc 
met. 

Religious confolations, forgot In 
the firft violence of our terror, came 
to the aid of each, in endeavouring 
to impart them to the otl^ers, and 
began to foften a little the deep im- 
ifnprcffion, which the late fhock- 
ing events had xreated on . our 
hearts. 

They have fince, by flow degrees, 
had more, and more afcendency over 
my mind, fo much fo, that I have 
been enabled to vifit my unhappy 
friends in the Tower fcveral times. 

Vol. II. I When, 
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When, however, 1 firfl: entered 
within thofe. walls, my heart funk 
within me; I could fcarcely keep 
myfelf from fainting, and with diffi- 
culty my attendants fupported me to 
the prifon of the unhappy mother 
and her children, which was that of 
the once martyred, but now blcffcd 
Jane. 

Ah, cruel Mary, faid I, as I en- 
tered, is not thy cup of vengeance 
full! Wilt thou never forget thy 
malice to the family of Sufiblk!— 
that thou thus placeft them in the 
very fcene where the excellent daugh- 
-ler fuflFered ! even in the very prifon 
in which Ihe was immured!—— 

Muft 
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Muft not their regrets be perpetual, 
uftalleviated by any change of fcene 
or focicty ? — Q when will thy doom 
Fall on uie alfo ? — It would be fome 
confolation to remain here with my 
amiable friends, it is a place which 
fuits my gloomy foul. 

Yet, my Laurana, painful as it was 
to vifit in fuch a fituation thofe dear 
friends, which forced from 'my foul 
tliofe bitter complaints— — our fre- 
quent converfations with ^ach other 
have afforded us confolation and 
fortitude. 

Our fubjeft the virtues of our 

dcceafed friends, point our views 

la to 
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to that world of happinefs to which 
they are afcended. 

I now long for a (late more fcli- 

(^itous where no tyrants reign 

and where again I (hall behold my 
Jane. 

Edward's image prefents itfelf to 
my fancy, and increafes my defirc 
of entering that paflage, which will 
conduft me to realms of everlafting 

light and blifs! Blifs for ever 

fled from me on earth, and which, 
pofTcfTcd by the moft happy mortals 
on its furface, when compared with 
the joys of the bleflcd, is only like 
a tranfient meteor, flafhing over the 

light 
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light for a nnomrnr> and the flcady, 
cheerful, and invigorating light of 
the noon-day fun. 

The virtues of my Jane, and that 
excellent Prince, are now rewarded 
with eternal crowns, and never 
fading honors ! 

How happy was I in their ibciety 
in my.childifh days, before thought- 
lefs delight was deftroyed by the 
keen edge of difappointmentl It is 
the experience of paft forrows, that 
•plants flings in every comfort we 
pofTefs, and anticipates to our minds 
uncertain ills» . 

I J But 
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But in that future land of pleafure, 
delight is ever fpringing a-new ia 
the heart J and virtuous fricndfhip 
began on earth, will be a fourcc of 
endlefs and increafing joy* 

The fountain of life and happi- 
nefs will admit us into his blifsful 
prefcncc,— -rand in his prefcncc is 
fulnefs of joy; and at his right hand 
arc pleafures for ever nnore { 

Blefled (late! let my God call me 

home whenever he pleafes or, 

which is to me far more difficult 
to fay, let him keep me here as 
long as he pleafes. Life at the 
longeft Is fliort. 

Let 
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Let me pray that refignation may 
finooth my way, and let my en- 
deavours to acquire this mod ardu- 
ous talk, employ the remainder of my 



Adieu, 

My dear Laurana,. 

ANN£ GREY. 



££TT£ll 
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LETTER XXVII. 

LADY LAURANA 
T O 

LADY A.N N E. 



How feelingly, my dear Lady 
Anne, have you related the paft 

horrid and affefting event! In 

what animated forms defcribed your 

anguifli! And with what fympa- 

thy has my heart borne its tefti- 
mony of forrow to every talc of 

woe. 
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woe, as you proceeded! The 

circutnftances alone are fuch, in- 
deed, as mull excite pity and ad- 
miration in every breaft not wholly 
callous. 

Blefled martyrs ! Excellent^ 

noble Jane! 1 almoft envy thy 

fate ! Happy Lord Guildford 

too!— —United again to thy fair 
partner: never more to feel the 
pangs of feparation, and the iR)r- 
rows of abfcnce. United to her in 
a ftate, beyond expreflion blelTed. 

I am become a convert to thy 
jcformed principles> and abhor per- 

fecutiooy 
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fecTition, with the other errors of 
popery, with fincerc conviction. 

I have a fenfible acquaintance 
here, my dear friend, who is a 
Proteftant; and who has fatisficd 
fome of my doubts, in a relation 
of my mother's, to whom fifter 
Clara has introduced me, and who 
has invited me frequently to her 
houfe. There I fometlmes meet 
Proteftant divines, whofe arguments 
have aflifted my converfion. 

But what, beyond all this, worked 
the change, was an Englifh Bible 
which was lent mej which lan- 
guage, though not my parents, is 

mine. 
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mine, as I was born in England, 
and underftand it equally wirii Ita- 
lian. Almoft every chapter in it, 
ftrikes convidion into my under- 
ftanding, and the light of truth into 
tny heart. 

My zeal is now fo great in fa- 
vor of my newly acquired faith, 
that, I think, I fi:ould rejoice to be 
a martyr in its caufc. Yet, let me 
not be too fecurej zeal, frequently 
indifcrete zeal, is the concomitant 
of new opinions: may mine be mo»- 
derated by charity, by toleration, 
by every gentle and humane con- 
fideration, which becomes frail and 
erring creatures to their feUow- 

beings^ 
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beings, be they af what religion 
they may* 

God, who is the author of be- 
ing, and the former of the human 
heart, has implanted in every one 
thofe fentimeflts, from climate, con- 
ftitution, and education, which will 
beft anfwcr the purpofc of his pro- 
vidential difpenfations. Bleft, thrice 
bled are thofe, who enjoy the be- 
nefit of the Chriftian revelation I are 
enabled to diftinguifli the light of 
truth ! and enjoy the privileges of 

fuch a Gofpel!- But thofe arc 

happy only as their pradice con- 
forms with their principles, and who 
meekly, and with fimplicity, receive 

the 
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the precepts of the Goipcl, and 
obey them^ 

I am rejoiced, my dear Lady 
Anne, that you have a little fc- 
covered your mind from the firft 
Chock of your recent misfortunes. 

Lady Jane's fortitude, and your 
refignation, are both the happy ef- 
fects of .your divine principles.— 
Ah ! that I could attain this per- 
feftion!—— But I.muft acknowledge, 
that it is with great difficulty, I 
can fupport my too keen apprehen- 
fions, com:erning the fete of the 
amiable Earl of Deronfhnr. I 
tremble to open your ktters, left 
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they fhould contain fome dreadful 
account of his fate. 

That impetuous teinper, which is 
natural to me, will not always be 
controuled ; and I am quite ajfhamed 
to own, that I am almoft diftraftcd 
by my fears on this account, 

I think, I fee him condemned by 
the cruel Mary to horrid tortures! 
1 feel his agonies! and am almoft 
refolved to deftroy myfclf by poi- 
fon, rather than fufftr fuch acute 
mifory! but, on a fudden, a divine 
ray from Heaven illummates my 
benighted foul! I am feelingly 
awake to my -guilt and danger; 

fupplicatc 
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Tupplicate the mercy of the Dietyj 
and again experience that com- 
pofure, that hope, that refignation, 
which fincerc contrition, is iittcd 
to obtain. 

Pity thy poor . friend, my dear 
Lady Anne, and teach me to fup- 
port, with fteadinefs, whatever mif- 
•fortunes arc decreed by Heaven to 

»Laurana. 



T-ETTER 
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LETTER xxvirr. 



LADY ANNE OREY 



T O 



LADY LAURANA. 



1 WAS fitting one evening in my 
folitary apartment, in that kind of 
compofed melancholy, which is chc- 
riftied by thofe who have expe- 
rienced deep affliftions, and which, 
fo far from corroding the heart, 
ibftens it to benevolence and com- 

paflion, 
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paffion, when . a fcrvant came to 
fay, that a gentleman wanted to 
impart fomething of importance to 
me, and rcquefted he might Ipeak 
to me alone i I was furprized at 
the nrteflage, and hefitated, at firft, 
if I had beft comply with his re- 
queft or notj however, I foon ad- 
mitted him, and how ftill more 
furprized and delighted was I, to 
receive a letter, ' from my father, 
who writ me, that he had found a 
fafe retreat, at the time that my 
uncle Suffolk's party was obliged to 
difpcrfe and hide themfclves, and 
that he remained in it till the 
fcarch of the Queen's troops was 
over; that then, by the difguife of 
Vol. IL K a com- 
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a common failor, he obtained a paf- 
fagc to France, where he then was> 
and meant to Temain, till feme 
happy revolution rendered ha coun- 
try more iafe to him. 

My father added, that he wanted 
the confolations of his beloved 
daughter's company, and was in 
daily apprehenfions for her fafetjr, 
while (he remained in England; he 
therefore entreated me to commit 
myfclf to the care of the gentleman, 
who was the bearer of his letter, 
and who would convey me fafcly 
to him, having a ^proper difguife, 
to prevent my being difcovered. 

Rejoiced 
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Rejoiced as I was, to recover a 
father whom I had almoft gi^en up 
tfor loft, my thoughts, from this 
pfeafiDg circumftancc, reverted to 
my unfortunate friends in the Tow- 
er, whom I fek great regret to quit. 

I, howerer, told the gentleman, 
1 was greatly rejoiced to hear of 
my father's fafety, and would pre- 
pare myfelf to attend him in two 
4ays. He refpe&fuily ringed me to 
iet out immediately, left it ih^ojld, 
by JUiy means, rea£h the Queen's 
CATS, that n\y /ather hod &nt &r 
-me. 

K 2 I told 
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I told him, 4ie need be under no 
apprehenfion, but that, if potfibki 
I would go Iboner: 3s the Queen 
had confifcated all ^the houfes and 
eftates of my father, I had been in 
a friend's houfe ever fincc the late 
troubles; I had therefore vcty litdc 
to take with me, befides fbme va- 
luable jewels of my mother's, and 
my own. 

As foon as my father's mcffcngcr 
was gone, I was preparing myfdf 
to vifit my friends in the Tower, 
and to take a final leave of them, 
which was a ta(k almoft too much 
for my refolution, when, who fhould 

I fee 
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I fee enter my apartment, but the 
Earl of Devonfhire^ 



On hearing his voice, I ftarted 
from my reveries ; yet, like one 
juft awakened from a troublelbmc 
dream, could not believe my fenfcs^ 
nor that what I faw was reaL 

He at laft convinced me it was 
himfelf, and told me, that the 
Queen's marriage, which I imagine 
you rnuft* have heard of, had occa- 
fioned his enlargement, from mo^ 
tives which he could not account 
for, unlefs It was the wifh of popu- 
larity j. Don Philip had fct him at 
liberty^ 

K J We 
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We fpent tiwo' or tbree houir to* 
getheo in the paiinAiUy^pttafing €» 
ployment, of converfing on the late 
melancholy fat« of our frktndfc; mix- 
log joy witiv our tears^ that they 
were now an liberty fixMia Mary's 
tyranny3 their parent's ambkioo^ aod 
all the ills that befet this- mortal 
life. 

He, almoft at his entrance, affccd 
impatiently if I had heard from 
you, whom he has fo lot^ been 
utterly excluded from by his con- 
finement, as well as from writing 
to you. 

You 
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You will no^ I zm fnrCj bt zw* 
gry^ if I own I read ibme parts 49f 
your letters to him: he was de* 
lighted with tfaem^ lacncated hh 
hard &te, In being fa long ieparat'* 
td from youy and iaid^ he was at 
length pexmittedi to go abroad, as 
he had obtained the Qjjeen's con- 
fent; diat he would imnaediaceljr go 
to Florence, as he was impatient to 
fee you, and would make you the 
offer of his hand ; and, if you would 
confent to marry him, he would 
refide abroad^ till it was more fafe 
for him to refide in his own country. 

I intreated him to give me fomo 
account of the jfcafone^ that kd 

Mary 
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Mary to fufped him of a pallioQ 
for Elizabeth^ and of their mutuaUy 
conipiring againfl: her. He faid; he 
would relate the few incidents which 
had happened to him» fince he 
parted from his dear Lady Lau* 
rana, and the unfortunate Lady Jane^ 
at the Tower, which I will give you, 
IS nearly as I can, in his own words. 

" When I firft came out into the 
world, and was introduced, by the 
Queen, to the young nobility at 
court, I felt fo confcious of my 
want of thofe accomplilhments fuited 
to my rank, and which, the many 
years I had been immured in pri- 
fon, had prevented my acquiring, 

that 
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that I was rcfolved to devote as 
much of my time as I could to 
attain them; in the mean time, the 
Queen's partiality for me, would not 
fufFer me to enjoy fo much retirement 
as I wiftied for, fur that purpofc, and 
which alfo my long habits of fbli-* 
tary life had rendered almoft ne- 
ceflary to me; as well as my love 
for Lady Laurana, and my earneft 
defire to form myfclf, by my addrefs 
and manners, more worthy of her. 

" The reception I met with at 
Court, however, was too infinuating 
for a young man, who had been fe- 
eluded fo long from fociety. 

"Not 
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^^ Nor to have toanf tharm^ and tin 
onlf thing tha£ reodered h itkfowt to 
VM, was mjr ab&nce from Lauranai 
and the Queen's palEotit which I 
both dreaded and detefted, and which 
Ihe had very eariy, afber our firft 
acquaintance^ got me iftfijroQcd of. 

** Her jealoufy of the Lady Eli- 
zabeth, alfo, who is an amiable 
Princefs, had given nne frequent 
caufc of uneafinefs ; for her conver- 
fation, both engaging and inftruc- 
tive to a man like me, who has had 
fo few 'opportunities of converfing 
with fenfible and well-bred women, 
had induced me to attach myfclf 

agood 
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a good deal to her, particularly as 
ffie Ihcwcd mc great attention. 

" The Queen you know hates the 
Princeft, and could not fupport the 
idtft that I fhould flight her pafTion, 
and devote my time to her fiftcr. 

•• In vain I aflured her, on my 
honour, that I had never made 
the flighteft effort to gain the P^in- 
cefe's affeftion. 

*' She could not believe that I would 
refufe her hand and crown, without 
the profpeft of an equivalent at fome 
future period. 

I en- 
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*' I intreated her Majcftjr to per- 
mit me to go abroad; cxprcffcdmy 
earned defire to fee foreign courts, 
and to get a knowledge of the 
cuftoms and manners of other na- 
tions, but fhe would by no means 
confent to it. 

«*As I generally informed Eliza* 
beth of the Queen's threats con* 
cerning her, fhe thought it beft to 
retire from court into the country, 
as (he met with every inftance of 
difrepeft, that the Queen could fhew 
her in public* 

" And not long after Wiat's infur- 
redtion (which has been fo fatal to 

the 
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the Duke of SufFolk*s family) com- 
menced, Elizabeth and myfdf werd^ 
accufed of being concerned . in it, 
and both committed to "Hifferent 
prifons. 

** But as Wiat, on his execution, 
intirely acquitted us of having the 
leaft concern in it, the Lady. Eliza- 
beth was tried by the Council, and 
vindicated her innocence fo well, that 
the Queen was obliged to releafe 
her from confinement, as well as 
myfelf; at that time, more from 
the fear of the people than inclina- 
tion. 

"For 
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^* For (be foon found another pre- 
tence of Goniining her again, which 
^as vby pBopoBng an alliance for her 
'with the Duke of Savoy; which, 
however, that Princefs, in a fobmif- 
five manner, begged leave to decline, 
faying, (he wi(hed to remain fingle. 
But this was conftrued into a con- 
firmation of an engagement with me,- 
and, in the refiftancc fhe made to 
her Majefty's pleafure, (he found as 
Ihe thought, a fufficient plea to con- 
fine her to Woodftock, and to fend 
Jne to Fotheringay Caftle. 

" Here we remained till the Queen's 
marriage with Don Philip, and his 
affedion for popularity induced him 

to 
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to reieafc diofe of the Nobilky wiiich 
Mary had confined on fufpiciofl^* 
aaiongft tbe reft myfelf, and alfo 
to undertake the defence of the Prin- 
cefs Elizabeth from the malice of .her 
Mer. 

*' H^, therefore, fat her at liberty, 
much to the di%uft of the Queen, 
who, I believe, already perceives 
liiat Philip is more influenced by 
ambitious views than knre to her. 

*^ The Princeft has not, liowcver, 
fince been at Court, but I received 
a meflUge from her, foon after our 
enlargement, reque&ing to ipeak with 
«ne* 

«Iim. 
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^' I immediately vifited her, and we 
met with expreflfions of that friend- 
(hip, which a fimilarity of fentiments 
and difpofitions had united us in. 

•* She told me, flie had continually 
regretted that the Queen's unjuft 
fufpicions of me, on her account, 
ihould have been fo injurious to me; 
and that fhe would willingly under- 
take any thing that might contribute 
to my happinefs, and fhould rejoice 
to make any compenfation for roy 
paft fufFcrings on her account. She 
faid, there was fomething in my 
manner at times, which convinced 
her that fome Lady had poffcffion of 
my afFe£lions, though I dare not own 

ir, 
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It, on account of the Queen's plij^ 
tiality for m'e; but now her Ma- 
jefty was married^, Ih« thought fhe 
had influence enough with Philip to 
engage him to promote the alliance j 
fhe, therefore befought me to con- 
fider her as my. fincerc friend, and 
to unfold to her my inxrlinations with- 
out referve. 

" I was ftruck with her goodncfs, 
but yet was at a lofs what to do. 
Elizabeth, though poflefled of emi- 
nent virtues, is vain, and fond of ad- 
miration. 

" I had, on many occafions, ob- 

ferved, that fhe did not like that any 

Vol. II. L Lady 
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Lady ftiould have the preference to 
herfelf, not only in mine, but ia 
the opinion of thofe Lords about 
her, whom (he favored with any 
marks of attention. 

" I thought too, that there was 
fomething in her manner confufcd, 
and as if (he meant, by an appear- 
ance of generofity, to draw me into 
a declaration of particular attach- 
ment to herfelfi and if fo, inftead 
of extricating myfelf from the diffi- 
culties that lay in my way to the 
poflTcflion of Laurana, by my con- 
fidence in the Princefs, I (hould 
only, perhaps, be involving myfelf 
in greater. 

" What 
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" What could I do ? I had net 
fcen enough of courts, and the de- 
ceits of them, to fubnnit to the 
meannefs of a lie. I was fiVent and 
confufed; it was fome tinne, before 
I could recollt(5t myfelf fufficiently 
to thank her^ for the intereft fhe . 
took in my happinefs^ to beg (he 
would not urge me on a fubjedt 
which I muft: ever be filcnt oa, and 
to aflure her, that the fcnfe of her 
goodnefs would never be erazed 
from my hearty and that, wherever 
my fate drove me, the Princefs 
Elizabeth would ever poflefs the 
moft fincere friendfhip of Devon- ^ 
fhire. 

L 2 '' Ths 
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" The Princcis bluflicd, and I per- 
ceived that this fpeech flattered her 
vanity; flic evidently imputed my 
confufion and referve, to a paflTion 
for hcrfcif, which nr*y reipcdt for 
her, and the fltuation we were in, 
forbade my revealing. 

" I was rgoiced, therefore, that I 
had not revealed my fecret; and 
flie did not urge nie any more on 
the fubjedt, but dcfired me to in- 
form her if, in any thing, flie 
could be ferviceable to me with 
Don Philip. 

" I told her, I thought myfclfvery 
injfccure in £ngland, in my prefent 

fltuation. 
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fituation> and had alfo a wifh to 
improve myfclf by travel, and, if 
Ihe would have the- goodnefs to 
dcfirc Don Philip to intercede with, 
the Queen for that purpofe, I ftiould 
eftecm myfelf infinitely obliged to 
.her, though I Ihould ftill regret the 
Ibfs of her converfation, which had 
afforded me To many agreeable 
hours, 

** The Princefs took my compli- 
ment gracioufly, and promifed to 
endeavour to obtain my defirc,, 
which (he foon after effefted. 

^*1 went to court, to thank the 

Queen for this pcrmifDon, but (he 

Lj would 
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would not fee mc, which I was no 
otherwife concerned at, than as it 
may afFeft the Princefs* fafcty. I 
have fcen Lady Elizabeth fcveral 
times fince, who has always (hewn 
• me great attention, and friendly fo- 
licitude for my welfare, 

c • 

" I am ready now to fet out, 
and will, with pleafure, convey 
whatever letters, or meflage, you 
may have 10 your friend, my charm- 
ing Laurana : the impatience which 
I fufFcr to behold her again cannot 
be equalled.'* 

I informed the Earl, when he had 
<^nded his account, that my father 

was 
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was in fafcty, in France,, and de- 
fired me to join him there | that 
he had fcnt a meffcnger to convey 
me to hfm, and that I fhould fct 
out ia two days. 

• - 
He feemed quite rejoiced at the 

event; he faid he would • prepare 
himfclf to accompany roe, and that 
when he had obtained his Laurana's 
hand, he would endeavour to pre- 
vail on her, to make mine tha 
place of their refidence,. 

Then, added he, Imay hope for 
an amiable female companion for 
WY wife, which will contribute to 

her 



l6p LADV JANE ORET. 

her happinefs, and with Jiill fo many 
worthy friends about us, may I not 
flatter myfelf that, in fpite of the 
paft cruelty of my fate, I fhall be 
one of the happieft of mortals? 

I objefted to his accompanying 
me as highly improper, -fincc it 
would lay open my father's fitua- 
tion, and our affairs to the inspec- 
tion of the Queen, in all probabi- 
lity} that he would go abroad in a 
manner fuitable to his rank, but 
that I had a difguife provided for 
.me, and fhould go in the mod pri- 
vate manner that was poflSblc. 

He 
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He faid, he could not prevail on 
himiclf to permit me to go, at* 
tended only by a ftranger; that 
therefore, if I would pardon him, 
he would recommend to me to go 
in difguife, and attended by this 
gentleman, in his train, or, as paf- 
fengers in the fame veffcl 5 that as 
loon as they were landed on the 
French Ihorc, he would privately 
attend me, and commit mc in fafcty 
to my father's arms. 

I thanked him very fincerely, and 
faid, I had no objedion to his pro- 
pofal, but the apprehenfion, leaft he 
Ihould render himfelf liable to the 
Queen's difplcafurcj ihouid we bb 

difcovered s 
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difcovered J or that, my father's afy- 
lum being found out, the confe- 
quences' nnight be fatal to him; and 
thofe fears^ I owned, were fo great, 
that I fhould not enjoy a moment's 
peace dtiriiig my voyage. I there- 
fare declined his offer, and^ deter- 
mined in^ the difguife prepared for 
me, and under the protedtion of the 
gentleman my father had fcnt, to 
commit myfelf to Providence,, and 
take my voyage. 

I went and took a forrowfiil leave 
of my friends in the Tower, who ex- 
preffed a great and generous plea- 
furc in my father's- fafety, notwith- 
flanding their own fad fate, and 

prayed 
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prayed that I might fafcly join my 
father. 

They alfo found pleafure in the 
Earl's rekafe, and profpeft of hap-- 
pinefs, and difcovered thofe great 
and worthy minds, which, though 
under the chaftening hand of Hea- 
ven themfelves, can rejoice without 
envy at the felicity of their friends 
and fellow creatures. 

' Lx)ng we lingered before we could 
think of parting, and nothing but 
the approach of night could tear 
me from themj and, even their, I 
thought, was I to confult my own 
inclination, I had rather, at the time, 

have 
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have, remained with them to confolc 
and entertain them, than* forfake 
them in fo bitter a fate. — ^^But ray 
father's will, and his want of an. 
affeftionate daughter, to render his 
exile mpre tolerable, enabled me to 
make a violent effort of refolution,. 
and quit the place. 

But adieu *— perhaps for ever ! 
I could not fay ! 

No fleep fcarcely had I that night, 
but wept almoft inceffantly. 

My father's meffenger appeared in 
the morning, and brought with him 

my difguife 1 told him I fhould 

be 
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be ready to attend him m tbe even- 
ing, and defired him to prepare 
«vcry thing for mc, and return 
-early. 

I had taken leave of my Fritnd, 
(in whofe houfe I was, and was pre- 
paring to depart, when I was fiir- 
prized by the appearance of the Earl, 
completely difguifed as well as my- 
fclf;, who faid he could not fuffer 
me to fct out without his prote&ion j 
diat, tlierefore, he had given orders 
that his fuit fhould go in the veilcl 
vtbcy were defigned for, and told 
•them and the captain, that ht was 
.obliged himfclf to fail in another ihip. 

Though 
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Though much alarmed fcr his 
fafety, he would hear none of my 
objeAions; and we •^v'ent on board 
of the veffcl provided for me. 

As foon as we had fat down in 
the cabin, the Earl entered into ati 
agreeable convcrfation, which a little 
diflipated my melanchcJy thoughts at 
quitting England, perhaps for ever, 
that ^recent fccne of fo much Wobd- 
Ihed, and fo many horrors; but it 
was the recolleaion of my unhappy 
friends, that rendered my heart 
heavy ; nor could I banifli them 
from my idea, for in fpite of his 
endeavours to awaken more plea- 
fins: 
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fing and cheerful remembrances, our 
converfation adverted to them. 

Yet, he ftill encouraged me to 
hope, that they would foon be re- 
4cafcd; that it would be of no con- 
sequence to the Queen <to keep them 
confined, ,fince their party was quelled 
entirely. JHe intrcated me, there- 
fore, to endeavour to bani/h forrow 
from my heart, and to Sympathize 
with him in his extreme joy, at the 
thoughts of feeing again his charm- 
ing Lady Laurana. 

I told him, I would endeavour to 
do it, in the hopes he had given 
me, that my captive friends would 

foon 
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foon be at liberty. I began to look 
forward alfo, as the fliorcs of France 
approached, to the pleafure of feeing 
again a father, for whom I had the 
fincereft duty and afFccftion, pre- 
fer ved from the wreck of fate. I 
felt the moft aflFedting gratitude to 
Heaven, for this confblation in my 
heavy afffidkions ; and for that good- 
nefs, which had not' 'fuffcred me to 
fink under them, but preferred me 
to aflift in fupporting and comfort- 
ing my exiled father. 

Thu^, I am perfuaded, will all 
thofe, who liften to the divine icf- 
fons of rcfignation in their forrows, 
have reafon for gratitude in the 

midft 
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^midft of the fevcrcft fate; even 
though they cannot penetrate the 
veil of Providence, nor uncfcrftand 
why they ar« thus feverely dealt 
-with* 

I had began this letter before I 
-received your's, which both de- 
lighted and (Kecked me. I was 
charmed to think that you had ab- 
jured the errors of popery ; .^acjmired 
your fcntiwents on zeal and charity; 
but how 'was I fhocked at the ac- 
... -count of your -impatience at the 

confinement of the Earl! May 

Heaven prefery^ the jcaibn of my 

^ , friend, exclaitVlcd I, with fervour! 

'^ — O! may (he be pfeferved from 

Vol. II. M dcftroying 
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dcftroying herfelf! from abruptly 

prefenting a guilty foul, ftained with 
fuicide, before a pure and righteous 

God! O! lay not on her more 

than her frail nature can fupport! 

I congratulate you, my fair friend, 
on the happincfs that awaits you. 

—.Write to me at B , where 

my father is. — I fend this from 
the firft inn we put up at in 
France. We remain here to-night, 
and in the morning, proceed on 
our journey to B . 

The Earl is refolvcd to accom- 
pany me; my father will rejoice to 
f^e him: his own Ihip and fuite arc 

r»nr 
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tiot yet arrived 5 he has only one 
fervant with him, in whom he can 

confide, My father intends to 

meet me half way. With what de- 
light (hall I fee him again, after fo 
long an abfence ? . 

Farewell, my charming Laiirana; 
you have with this a letter from the 
Earl. 



ANNE GREY. 



M 2 LETTliil 
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X B T T E R XXIX. 

L A D y AN N E, 
( IM CONTINUATION. ) 



I FOUND my father at the place 
he appointed to meet me, in perfed 
health. He received me with every 
teRimony of extreme joy— -yet a mo- 
ment after, it Was fuddenly checked 
by the bitter recolledion of all we 

and 
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and our friends had fuffcred fince our 
ftfaratidn. Wc offered the tribute 
of a. few tears to the-nticmory of the 
martyred pair. 

When my father, refuming his 
cpai|)ofure, eXpreflSd again his joy 
at feeing me, and declared, that in 
reiped. to his own (hare in the late 
calamities^ he had already forgot alf 
bis paft forrows in his prefent happi- 
neJs* ^, , ■ 

-Judge, my dear Lauraldll§' what 
plcafure I received from this informa- 
tion, and if:i was not again recon- 
M 3 tiled 
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ciled to life— firtce I was become 
of fo much confcquence to the feli- 
city of the beft of parents.. 

The Earl partook of my joy, as 
my father did in his approaching 
happinefs, and mt retired to our 
apartments with thofe pleafmg im- 
prefTions on our hearts, whiclx ufually 
procure fweet and found repofc. 

We cannot prevail with the Earl 
to remain more than one day with 
us — to-morrow he fets out, and with 
him this letter, which, therefore, I 
have not time to lengthen. 

May 



LADY JANE GREY. I75 

May no ill accident impede his 
Ipeedy arrival at Florence, and may 
all happinefs attend him and my fair 
friend, prays her 

AKN£ GRET. 



L £TT £ R 
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L E T T 1 R a:xx* 



I,^ADT LAURAVfA 

/to 
lady anne grey. 



With greater joy than I can 
cxprefs, I beheld again my amiable 
.Devonfliire, improved in perfon aad 
mannerB, and bleft with a heart 
noble, generous, and finceres fuch 
a heart as Queens have been proud to 
have called their own. 

About 
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About a month after his arrival 
we were married 5 but how unworthy 
do I efteem myfelf of fuch a trea- 
furc? 

I have informed him of the change 
you was the firft means of caufing 
in my religious fentiments. His opi- 
nion very nearly coincide with mjne, 
and oiir happinefs is more complete 
on this account ; indeed it is impofli- 
ble for any woman to poflefs a more 
tender and afFeftionate hufband, and I 
only wifh for the prefence of my 
dear Lady Anne to crown my feli- 
city, and to fee her united to a man 
equally amiable with the Earl of 

Deyonfliire, 

Flatter 
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Flatter me with the hopes of your 
company before the year is at an 
end, and be afllired that my own 
happinefs has not rendered me felfifti, 
but that I have a* heart, as open to 
all the feelings of friendly fympathy 
as even 

I was charmed at the account the 
Earl gave me of your interview with 
your father; how happy am 1 that 
you are fafe under his proteiilion, 
and out of the reach of the re- 
fentful Mary, But fhall I own, that 
I fomctimcs have apprehenfions in- 
vade my mind, left her malice 
Ihouid fnatch my hulband from me* 

No 
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No one knows the fecret of our 
marriage, but the relation of my 
mother's, whom I mentioned, and 
at whofe houfe I live, whofe dilpo- 
fition is too amiable . to doubt her 
fidelity ; filler Clara, whom I parted 
from with regret, and our two con- 
fidential fervants* 

The Earl has a houfe of his own, 
where his fervants are, but you 
may imagine, the greateft part of 
his time he pafies with me f thus 
has he guarded againft a difcovery: 
but the unqertainty of aH^^ earthly 
happinefs, cannot but ch^k our 
tranfports, and ought not all&w of 
toQ great an elation of mind^ which 

is 



iSO LADY JANE GREY. 

if inconfiftent with our ftate of trialj 
and would attach us too much to 
the world, and draw us off from 
our purfuit of a bttter. 

The Earl joins with mc in every 
good wilh to your father and your- 
fclf. Adieu, 



LAURANA^ 



LETTER 
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XE T/T E R XXXI. 



^L'A D Y ANNE 



T o 



LADY LAUREN A. 



AVlTH the fmcereft joy, 1 con- 
gratulate my friends on their mar- 
riage! May every blefling attend 

you. both! and may Provideace con- 
tinue your bfifs for niapy, many 
yearf! 



Let 
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Let not your fears of the futurr, 
render you ungrateful for prefent 
joys, my fair friend. Providence, if 
it plcafes, can caufe fuch a change, 
even in Mary's heart, as may be 
produftive of the reftoration of your 
hufband to his native country, with 
fafety and peace. 

At all events, though the vicifli- 
tude of mortal things ought to pre- 
vent a too great fecuricy in our 
minds, yet, the certainty of an 
over-ruling power of Infinite Wif- 
dom and Goodnefs, leaves us room 
to hope, that our happinefs will be 
finally promoted, and ought to in- 

fpire 
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fpire US with chcarfulnefs, hope, 
and gratitiidc. 

I have ha3 the pleafure of a letter 
from the Duchefs of Suffolk. She 
informs me, that Lady Catherine's 
declining health, has induced the 
Queen, at her earncft petition, to 
confent to their enlargement, that 
her daughter may have the benefit 
of free air and exercife; on the 
condition that they live retired in 
the country. She expreffes great 
forrow at her daughter's ill health, 
mixed with refignation, fhould fhe 
lofe her, and hopes of foon follow- 
ing her. 

I feel 
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I feel my heart relieved from a 
heavy burden^ at the inforatflion of 
their freedom j and yet a tender 
.grief hangs over .ir^ on account of 
the declining health of my young 
friend i whofe gentle fpirits have, 
doubtlefs, been.^\inable to ftem the 
.torrent of affliflion that came raging 
around "her on every fide. Silent 
and uncomplaining, it (hook her fair 
fabric, and will, I fear, finally dif- 
folve it. 

How mournful a fight for the 
affcftlonate mother ! whom, I think, 
I love as I fhould a mother, had I 
ever known one: has flic not been 

to 
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to ' mc a mother ? I have, undoubr-. 
cdly, l^eft her in error, from her 
ambitious views \- for her daughter ; 
but in every other refpedl, (he is 
truly amiable; and is there a mor- 
tal free from error ? at fome time 
or other of their .lives, or in fome 
peculiar circumftances ; all difcover 
it; and whoever feeks to eftabliQi 
himfelf as a perfed charafter in the 
eye of the world, not only falls in- 
finitely fhort of perfeftion, but de- 
generates into .guilt; for he is 
tainted with arrogance and deceit. 

I find that Lady Dudley is to rc- 

fide with theDuchefs; Ite has been 

Vol. II. N with 
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yiith a friend^ as I havc^ fmce iht 
late confifcation of her hufband'i 
cftates: flie is a very worthy wo- 
man, and they will be a confola- 
tion to each other. 

My father bids me to requeft 
that you will come and vifit ui 
very foon, which he thinks much 
more fafc, both for your hufband 
and himfclf, than our vifit to you 
would be ', and, as the Earl has no 
connections to xronfine him where 
he is, or to any one place, let us 
meet here very foon.— I truft you 
will not refufe tny requeft. 

hly 
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My father makes his to your huf- 
band with his own pern 

Adicu> 
Ever your^ 

ANNE GRET. 



Na , LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIU. 



LADY LAURANA^. 



T O 



LADY ANN^E 



With pleafure, my dear Lady 
Anne, we comply with your father's 
and your rtqueft, and are prepar- 
ing to vifit you very'foon; the 
I'arl only waits for letters from 
Fngland: he means . to take no 
lin^Iifh fcrvant with him, befides 

the 



EADY JAIJB GREY. l89r 

tfec one whom he confides in; and 
1 fliall only have my woman, who 
is acquainted withr our marriage. 

We propofe taking a houfe near 
your's, and remaining as long as 
circumftances of conveniency will 
admit. We mean to conceal our 
real names and quality, and to hire 
fervants from the place you are at. 
This, I think, mud elude Mary's 
vigilance; for, I aflure you, we are 
liable to difcovery here, from Ma- 
ry's religion,^ and acquaintance with 
priefts and cardinals : many of tbofe 
rcfiding here, the Earl knows, and 
as he has lately been rendered 
a confpicuous character, from the 
' ' Queen's 
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Queen's attention to him, thefc 
priefts arc too bufy a fct of be- 
ings^ and too defirous to ingratiate 
themfclves with her, not to give her 
fo important a piece of information, 
as his marriage without her know- 
ledge and confent. On the whole, 
therefore, it will be beft for us to 
quit Florence on every account; 
though I regret leaving fifter Clara, 
and the good L#ady with whom I 
live, who confiders me as her child. . 

We fhall not wait for your re- 
ply, but fet out as foon as poflible. 
—You cannot imagine the plea- 
lure I receive at the profpeft of 

feeing 
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feeing you again^ after. fo long an 
abfence, 

I rejoice that the Duchefs of Suf<« 
folk is at liberty; God grant that 
Lady Catherine may be reftored to 
herhealtlu 

Adieu, my dear friend, may our 
,intcrview be a happy one. 

LAURAKA« 



FINIS. 
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